









































When the line had been completely surveyed, it was carefully cleared for
a distance of 20 feet on either side, making a 40 foot lane through the woods
and brush for each ten mile strip. The fourteen stones on the Virginia side
of the river were in place before the end of the first year. Each bears the
date 1791 and the distance from the preceding corner. Sometimes the workers
discovered that the exact location for a stone was a stream or bottom of a
ravine, In those instances the monument was placed on firm ground along
the line as close to the mile as possible. The fourteen markers bear the name
“Virginia” on one side and “Jurisdiction of the United States” on the opposite
side.

Although Ellicott’s troubles with the Commissinners took him to the point
of giving notice before the survey of the city was completed, the high favor
in which he was held by the President and Mr. Jefferson tumed to his
advantage and the Commissioners returned all his staff and papers. The
inhabitants of the area, very much aware of his work and the problems,
praised him. He expressed the thought that his “victory” was in some measure
owing to the President. George Washington stated that but for Major Ellicott
no permanent plans would have resulted.

Conclusion

Over the years the condition of the historic boundary markers has gradually
deteriorated. The stones on the Virginia border were left in place even after
Retrocession when the State of Virginia took back the land that had been
ceded. During the Civil War the stones were a popular target for the troops
which occupied that part of Virginia. The forty foot wide swath through the
forests that identified the boundary grew back to brush and forest, followed
by farms and houses. Some of the stones on private property have been well
taken care of. Others were moved in the process of pushing roads through
the wilderness. Some were partially buried as land was filled.

In December, 1914, a DAR Committee on Preservation of Historic Spots
and Records for the District of Columbia held a meeting to hear about the
condition of the DC Boundary Markers and to issue a call for their preservation.
The committee selected the maintenance and preservation of the stones as
their patriotic work for the year. They agreed to place an iron fence around
each stone and sponsoring chapters paid $1.00 for a deed which gave per-
mission to erect the fences.” Chapters are still responsible for maintaining
individual stones. Even with the fences, the stones continue {0 deteriorate
as the stone defoliates and the carving disappears; people use the fenced
arcas as trash and refuse disposals; and conditions of weather and climate
take their toll. A plan for permanent maintenance has been proposed and
may be implemented as part of the observances of the bicentennial of the
placing of the stones,
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The boundary stones in Virginia mark most of the boundary of Arlington
County. They tie its heritage firmly to the seat of government for the United
States.
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Appendix
Location of Arlingion (Alexandria) Boundary Stones

SOUTH CORNER STONE —— Located in the seawall in front of the Jones® Point Lighthouse
in Alexandria. It can be viewed from the water at low tide.

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 1 MILE MARKER — At the Southwest corner of the intersection
of Wilkes and South Payne Streets in Alexandria. On private property under a tree in the
front yard.

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 2 MILE MARKER — On the east side of Russell Road just north
of King Street. (Possibly not an original marker.)

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 3 MILE MARKER — At the north end of the parking lot of the
First Baptist Church, 2932 King Street, Alexandria. (The third mile ended in aravine.}

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 4 MILE MARKER — Located adjacent to Fairlington Village
atong the shoulder of King Street just north of Wakefield Street. (Marker has been broken
off.}

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 5 MILE MARKER — On the edge of a stream valley park next
to Walter Reed Drive just east of King Strect. (Marker has been broken off.)

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 6 MILE MARKER — Located in the median strip of Jefferson
Street just south of Columbia Pike in Arlington. {Moved from its originai site by building.)

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 7 MILE MARKER — Next to a fence on the edge of a woods
off the parking lot west of Kenmore Schoot.

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 8 MILE MARKER — Located on the edge of a parking lot behind
an apartment building at the intersection of John Marshall Drive and Wilson Boulevard,
(Rotated on its base and in very bad condition.)

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 9 MILE MARKER - In a stream valley park along Van Buren
Street north of Columbia Street in Falls Church.

WEST CORNER STONE — Situated in a park which has been developed with the help of
members of the Arlington Historical Society. Off Meridian Street just south of West
Street in Falls Church.

NORTHWEST NUMBER 1 MILE MARKER - Located in the side yard of a home at 3607
Powhatan Street on the Arlington County Line.

NORTHWEST NUMBER 2 MILE MARKER — On the edge of a deep woods next to a
private home at 5298 OQld Dominion Drive. (Chipped and in poor condition,)

NORTHWEST NUMBER 3 MILE MARKER — In the center of the backyard of a home
at 4013 Tazewell Street, Arlington. (Placed slightly beyond its mile distance because the
higher, firmer ground would provide a more permanent site.)

THE REMAINING MARKERS ARE IN MARYLAND.

Persons attempting to follow the marker trail are advised to contact owners before trespassing
on private propetty to get close to the markers.

NOTE: Information taken from Boundary Markers of the Nation’s Capital: A Proposal for
Their Preservation and Protection.

October 1989 19



v’ ;'::'!; U

” # \ "x!’ *‘

7, 3 A\ Head At W\
= et
e ———5

r

==

—-———————




