


























L 'Enfant and the Commissioners for some time and the sale of public lots 
in October, 1791 brought the matter to a climax. Major L'Enfant refused 
to turn over copies of the map of the Federal City to satisfy purchasers at 
the public sale. Problems grew worse. In March , 1792, Thomas Jefferson 
wrote to tell the Commissioners that it was impracticable to continue to 
employ Major L'Enfant any longer and that he had been notified his services 
were at an end. Ellicott was directed to finish laying off the plan on the 
ground and surveying and plotting the District." 

Major Ellicott soon found that to preserve peace with the Commissioners 
called for the greatest use of his good temper. All three were men of 
prominence and their faults seemed to lie in their dispositions, rather than 
in their competence. General Johnson was described as having a brusque 
and impetuous manner, but a kindly disposition and marked executive ability. 
Daniel Carroll was at that time a member of Congress, owner of a great 
estate, aristocratic and somewhat dictatorial. Dr. Stuart was a practicing 
physician in Alexandria who was an elderly benevolent gentleman. 

Ellicott was hurried by the Commissioners who wanted to sell lots as fast 
as possible. He was personally supervising the boundary lines and the work 
of his brothers, and laying out the streets in the city according to the plan 
devised by L'Enfant. 

On January I , 1793 , he signed a certificate recorded in the records of the 
Commissioners: 
", .. These lines are opened, and cleared forty feet wide, that is twenty feet on each side of 
the lines limiting the territory: And in order to perpetuate the work, I have set up square 
mile stones, marked progressively with the number of miles from the beginning on Jones' 
Point, to the west comer ... thence to the place of beginning on Jones' Point; except in a 
few cases where the miles terminated on declivities, or in waters; ... On the sides of the 
stones facing the Territory is inscribed, . Jurisdiction of the United States.' On the opposite 
sides of those placed in the Commonwealth of Virginia, is inscribed 'Virginia,' and on those 
in the state of Maryland, is inscribed 'Maryland.' On the third and fourth sides. or faces. 
is inscribed the Year in which the stone ws set up, and the variation of the Magnetic Needle 
at that place. In addition to the foregoing works I have completed a Map of the four Jines 
with a half mile on each side, including the said District , or Territory, with a survey of the 
different waters. 

Witness my hand this first day of January, 1793. 
Andw. Ellicott"2' 

The area surveyed was described as a square, but it was in fact more in 
the nature of a trapezoid. The northern point is not exactly north of the 
southern point. It is 116 feet west of the meridian through the southern 
comer. The sides were intended to be exactly 10 miles in length, but they 
vary in length: 

The Southwestern side is 10 miles plus 230.6 feet long; the Northeastern 
side is 1 0 miles plus 263.1 feet long; the Southeastern side is 10 miles plus 
70.5 feet long; and the Northwestern side is 10 miles plus 63.0 feet long. 26 

16 Arlington Historical Magazine 



When the line had been completely surveyed, it was carefully cleared for 
a distance of 20 fee! on either side, making a 40 foot lane through the woods 
and brush for each ten mile strip. The fourteen stones on tt,e Virginia side 
of the river were in place before the end of the first year. Each bears the 
date 1791 and the distance from the preceding corner. Sometimes the workers 
discovered that the exact location for a stone was a stream or bottom of a 
ravine. In those instances the monument was placed on firm ground along 
the line as close to the mile as possible. The fOUlteen markers bear the name 
"Virginia" on one side and "Jurisdiction of the United States" on the opposite 
side. 

Although Ellicott's troubles with the Commissirmers took him to the pain! 
of giving notice before the survey of the city was completed, the high favor 
in which he was held by the President and Mr. Jefferson turned to his 
advantage and the Commissioners returned all his staff and papers. The 
inhabitants of the area, very much aware of his work and the problems, 
praised him. He expressed the thought that his "victory" was in some measure 
owing to the President. George Washington stated that but for Major Ellicott 
no permanent plans would have resulted. 

Conclusion 

Over the years the condition of the historic boundary markers has gradually 
deteriorated. The stones on the Virginia border were left in place even after 
Retrocession when the State of Virginia took back the land that had been 
ceded. During the Civil War the stones were a popular target for the troops 
which occupied that part of Virginia. The forty foot wide swath through the 
forests that identified the boundary grew back to brush and forest, followed 
by farms and houses. Some of the stones on private propelty have been well 
taken care of. Others were moved in the process of pushing roads through 
the wilderness. Some were pattially buried as land was filled. 

In December, 1914, a DAR Committee on Preservation of Historic Spots 
and Records for the District of Columbia held a meeting to hear about the 
condition of the DC Boundary Mat"kers and to issue a call for their preservation. 
The committee selected the maintenance and preservation of the stones as 
their patriotic work for the year. They agreed to place an iron fence around 
each stone and sponsoring chapters paid $1.00 for a deed which gave per­
mission to erect the fences. 27 Chapters are still responsible for maintaining 
individual stones. Even with the fences, the stones continue to deteriorate 
as the stone defoliates and the carving disappears; people use the fenced 
areas as trash and refuse disposals; and conditions of weather and climate 
take their toll. A plan for pelmanent maintenance has been proposed and 
may be implemented as part of the observances of the bicentennial of the 
placing of the stones. 
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The boundary stones in Virginia mark most of the boundary of Arlington 
County . They tie its heritage firmly to the seat of government for the United 
States. 
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Appendix 
Location of Arlington (Alexandria) Boundary Stones 

SOUTH CORNER STONE -- Located in the seawall in front of the Jones' Point Ligbtbouse 
in Alexandria. It can be viewed from the water at low tide. 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER I MILE MARKER - At tbe Southwest corner of tbe intersection 
of Wilkes and South Payne Streets in Alexandria. On private property under a tree in the 
front yard. 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 2 MILE MARKER - On the east side of Russell Road just nortb 
of King Street. (Possibly not an original marker.) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 3 MILE MARKER - At tbe nortb end of tbe parking lot of tbe 
First Baptist Church, 2932 King Street, Alexandria. (The third mile ended in a ravine.) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 4 MILE MARKER - Located adjacent to Fairlington Village 
along the shoulder of King Street just north of Wakefield Street. <Marker has been broken 
off) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 5 MILE MARKER - On the edge of a stream valley park next 
to Walter Reed Drive just east of King Street. (Marker has been broken ofL) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 6 MILE MARKER - Located in tbe median strip of Jefferson 
Street just south of Columbia Pike in Arlington. (Moved from i{soriginal site by building.) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 7 MILE MARKER - Next to a fence on the edge of a woods 
off the parking lot west of Kenmore School. 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 8 MILE MARKER - Located on tbe edge of a parking lot bebind 
an apartment building at the intersection of John Marshall Drive and Wilson Boulevard. 
(Rotated on its base and in very bad condition.) 

SOUTHWEST NUMBER 9 MILE MARKER - In a stream valley park along Van Buren 
Street north of Columbia Street in Falls Church. 

\VEST CORNER STONE - Situated in a park which has been developed with the heip of 
members of the Arlington Historical Society. Ofr Meridian Street just south of West 
Street in Falls Church. 

NORTHWEST NUMBER I MILE MARKER - Located in the side yard of a home at 3607 
Powhatan Street on the Arlington County Line. 

NORTHWEST NUMBER 2 MILE MARKER - On the edge of a deep woods nex' to a 
private home at 5298 Old Dominion Drive. (Chipped and in poor condition.) 

NORTHWEST NUMBER 3 MILE MARKER - In the center of the backyard of a home 
at 4013 Tazewell Street, Arlington. (Placed slightly beyond its mile distance because the 
higher, firmer ground would provide a more permanent site.) 

THE REMAINING MARKERS ARE IN MARYLAND. 

Persons attempting to follow the marker trail are advised to contact owners before trespassing 
on private propcI1y to get close to the markers. 

NOTE: Information taken from Boundary Markers o/the Nation's Capital: A Proposal/or 
Their Preservation and Protectioll. 
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