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1WO CENTURIES AGO, Andrew El6cott marked the District 
r ... with miIesIDnes. Ever since, the bonier has c:oIecIed 

weird ..... ps of the cily's past, present, and future. 

By BILL GIFFORD' P'HOTOGRAPIISBY DARROW MOI'rrGOMERY 

Washington's oldest monumenl scmds by ilSdf on a sloping. wooc.kd bwn 
bdIind a row of postwar bridt ooIoniaI h~ It is fIOthiD& ~ ~ I snWI pillar of 
gray ~onc. ~ Dnd a fool 5qlW'e, imprisoned ;Q ~ wroug/'II-iron CI~ wl'loK
inward-auving $p~ could SlOp liatmibal Lecter himsclf. One ~de gys "M:irybnd:' 
while its opposite n::Ilb "Jurisdictioo of the United $tales," A lhIm bears the lNfIceT's 
d3.\c: 1792. 

Thcn:'s nary 111 Toun:nobile. QOf an apboalory pbq.1It. ill.., No ~, ci\her, 
ba:.alsoe the stOlle Ilc:s scvtr.al. miles M MacAnhW' BouJeonni from ~OWD, IlId<td 
IW2Y i.o tfx DaJcculia C'OmpoWld of the WoWn.P!'D Aqueduct Division of the U.S. 
Army CorpsoiEop.x.::n, behind an s..foot renee and a lodced gIIle . 
Pbol~ Dam:Jw MooI~ is under s~ orders frOIlI. aqueduct clUe( PaJ)' 

Co!u:s to sr:ap no pLnOnmil; sboa lha1 • v;uxbI mighllind usd'uI ... Nothing that C'OUId 
give l.l'l ide:! of !he b y 01 the bnd," ~ i=ucttd. Esalninz; 11$. perhaps \0 cnf'oroe 
his dkrum, ~ sccurity dUd" Mup.ret Miller, mplcndeat in lOp-SideB, je:ln!, ;md 
PW'plc: n:ai.I polish,:md 111 loquacious older guard ~ed 1..cu1l:lCd. 

The Slane al which WI: J;:Ipc ~ts the fcdcnl Ctlvemmcm's fin( act iii \he Clpital: 
uu I _ doc 011 lhc: block, il marUd its Ic:niloty. !rotting;mJW'l(! tbt. ~ and , 

liftinJ its ka ill sm. places.. EVl;ry mile along !he DWric:1's row Ifknile boundary 
linc:5 , it deposited I hunk of sandstone IiI<c !his one, fn:sh from its Aqui;!, Va., qlW'ril:$. 
Two ~Nria later, 39 of the ori&inaJ40 ~ still upri&ht, !hQugh:l couple == buried:uu:l 
one now sltUid1 in lIOt!ICOI1t:'s f:;lr.IIe. 

FI'O[!!. the .stOoI::, Ihe invisible txxIrxbry runs sou1hc:w. 3CIms Ihe bwn, ~ the 
(ena: ad the okl CSX niIro:Jd lroJd<.s before ~ Ihroug.h 'ItJUIIds 10 \he Oar.a 
lbnOtl Manorial P:ui<w;ay,!he OICSIpo:::ike & Ohio DtuI,:md !he PoiOm;K; River not far' 
aboYC CIWn Bridge. To the oorthWC!lI, II zip:;; ~lTOSS the b.wn poISl the side porch of the 
WI bric:k house bcl'ote running inlo a o:on<:n:le pumpUts SUUClUll:, 

l.ooking al !he: botmeiary '1001:, which appean. csp:cUUy fodom on lhis slushy 
Fdlnwy mol"flin&, you would \hink WI it doe;n'l divide IIl\Kh, VId ~ would ~ 
-""",. 

In the lexicon of RlUh Limb:J.ugh, the BcltwOly divides Washington from thaI which is 
not W:L5hingtoo. The 66.miJe circwn!emll.i:Ll h.ij!.h_y h.:L'I berome the UWde-out Butille 
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F
or oJl il.5 dcmo&r.>rhi<::md Iep! impon, 
Ihau,tb. the ~ toe>tion of the Dis
tria line rcnuim rxhu WK'I'nain . This 

!sdU~. in pu1, 10 the fUtc oflUn'C)'in& tech· 
noIOJJ)' cirCI. 1792, bul it also n:suIts from ~ 
nmf~1I: Iwsk «""ttn ~ Wuhin,
Lon :uu:I Conan:ss. 

WHhinllofl and Tbomu Jdfcnon's 110-
tion of ~ new cUy OIl the PocOl'TClC, eta of !he. 
n>mIpW>1I inPlJa'CC of csl:lblWt~ eenr= of 
C'IImlDClU, mUM ~~ KCtncd a .. (ully PC. 
Arltt 311, whal politicim in his righl mind 
would mOVe to ~ rvllic lWlmp when he 
muJd enjoy the Ik=knI. ~ 0( ~ 
ddphi..1? I 

TIle invC!lIn:i 00" rdocaccd apilal is a 2O\h. , 
ccnlury cOl\Ul'lonpJace-lhink of OU.tw:a, I 
u..bom. Of R:.\II:n. IfllM lath «nEil!)", a: 

• nnino's most "conomk:illy po .... erful city i 
(London, PlI.i,) tendo:!! 10 be ill capiral.' 
Q.0Cl!ina ~ new =pilal ill a mky c.u~. , 
rnot"t iO whm polilic:>l consider-niaos OVer· , 
ride 1M buic q~tion of wllc.tbu 1rtyOnc ' 
would at"IlI.1Uy Wllnt 10 li~c tbere. Turke),,: 
for (nm~. moved ils Clpi.lll in the 1"20" 
from Bymuinc, irnpc:ri:;ll eo.aunlinoplc 1(> ; 
A1'obt3,. dUi<ly. wimm.'tpI. Muneic oflhc' 
Ml:dilclTUll'an. Sd,lilt" 1M. U.S. a con- I 
ft<kr.nion of di$pa~lc rqioos, invented a ( 
Qpit.:lt cil)' nlled. Bnsil;) in 1%0; JWU g( : 
the g<lvunmnu JJiJJ juVc:ll'[ ~Ioc:::ued. 
~w·ndUnJ _ l rillty proposition in : 

1790, U)O. Af[er we: Yank! wlulck~d the 
Bril.<. >CYCral establWtcd o:itio vied for op;. 
[!II hOI'lClR, irK:hIdint: New Yo.k. Phibdd· 
phi., Germantown, P~., and eVen Slid· 
molc(t) . Debate '''/lcd, bUI Wa.hinllton 
pn:VlIilo:d on Con&rCM to le[ him chOO5C :I 

silC on Ihe Potornx " I'ICII ucuding l(l mil ... 
&q~rc," betwcc:n tile AnxOSID Rivel ..,1.1 
lhe CoJlO!!:oche:rlluc, which join. lhe 1'01<> 
mac: about 100 m!ks upmam. It CLpit!ll on 
the POIOmaC, he argued, would be c'Iuidis· 
I:IrIt from Northern.>tld Soulhcm ~la!l:5. a ..... 
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B8fdefline 
poles. like Ih¢ o;(Inlnpiion fOOll»lJ oflicUb 
Ine to mUSllre tiUt down,. En., mite . 
more or len (ll1Qiura =d "'ei,hts h>dn'l 
b«11 5twdacdiud yet), they plunked down 
.. unmtone boIInduy nurku dccl:arina one 
,ide M:aI)'WuI or Virain .... ,nd placin, the 
OWl uode •• IIe ·'.Juriodiction oflhe UnitC"d 
Suta:' 

To a,hl hitliDcs. his m;w cleared .w.f(IDI. 
Iwaths .IIroush the forut . Falling lien 
posoed a <.'ONUnI:~. '" ha..-.: had I. num
ber of men killed !his sumlIICT;' he omxt tris 
",ifc. "one of ""hom was a ... ·onhy, inlen
inID.:and trWy ¥alu:o.blc chmeter. IwhoJ tw 
left a wife =d ~ =II children to Wncnt 
his untimely f:a.e." 

The v«d, comminioners hndl, ored 
:&boIIl Ell;cou'l d&!nn boundary SIOfIC$ 01":& 
few <kad Joa", ·jod;eJ"!. They wen: ma.c In· 
terCiled in Ihe other half of his job. which 
...as to divvy upthc city !>locksor L'Want's 
p!:ul in'o ... Lablt loll . SD ali.oll spo:nl his 
.... ukendl dnwilt& lbe 100·lilll:5. As Gt-orse 
W~~in,lon \InJ lhe fllhu of his ("0111111)', 
E\li(o(I ... -as lhe ralbe. ofWuhingl(}ll rul cs
late. But hil imPOI"\:m1 \l."ork, he knc-Ji. WlS 
tt>e boundary lurvey, 10 whi<;h he de'·oteo.! 
atnnrdilwy~. 

' 'Tloo:!c old (QmC.r.!10fIC$ .tn: cOC\SKkmf TO 
m"k the boundlr~ or Wa.hinglOn:· (un· 

linn, the current occupanl of Elli..ou's of
fice. uting D.C. Surveyor Charln Nonh· 
=. 

BUI ~ IIq ito the ri&N pta«5J 
"Some of them uc," he aUowl. "And 

kll'lle of them In!ft't,'' 
ElUcott c;!me cloJc to in..:ribift, m perfect 

ll)..mlie ~ulre on. the nlW "';ldune» Ihat 
...u W~CItI in 1791, but. inevUably ptr· 
haps, &iven thx thit lnIllcdctal po:opcrtJ. 
VoIb, he look a Ullle mon:: A111ti.:S UI\C5 eJt· 
terd 10 milcs .... ct the noMc:LIlern cdRe is 
qui't a bit lonler ,h_n Ihe 1000lhweJlcrn . 
Blnnd<~r biOSt";3plll:r BediDi diplanutit;ally 
duuibu Ihe rUlihin. qUld.illlulln 
"m<)(C in the ""lure orm UlIpc:mid." 

The ju.y's still OUI aD Elli~oll and IIis 
tina. "There has n","IIt bttn I S)'Iltm.:lti-t .t· 
tC11"lpl '0 1000te I~ boundary m>ncs, both 
physi(alJy ill the I'ound and lftJ\bnnatK::al· 
I,." uys D:wid Dolk of the N.uocw Geo
detie Su""ey, the fedml ;gcncy nspoMibic 
for alablishinR bthude, IongilUdc:, and .Iti· 
tudc coordinl.le! for the U.S. In Olhe. 
.... ordl. W"I: niH dOI\', know pr-rtiltcly ... hcre 
lbe DiMct t7lds~ Marybnd ~ 

Doyle: and ~ Iroup of Ioc.II .u .... eyors arc 
currently n:tr:lcinl Ellicoll's walk, wing .:n· 
eHlle-bucd Glob:ll f'ositioninl Sj'$lem (GPS) 
tcchruqua... By the sWldards of 1111: s:udUte 
~8e . Ellieoll', linn arc "11.01 ,erribly 
SIr:lilhl," ~dmilJ OGyie. Some stone_ ury 
from till: S.rnlht line by se\"cr:ll meter.!. Ind 
Ihe IIOmcrsloncs 110: impcrreclly aligned, Ie· 
earuins to lhe ,hrcc·quarteu·6nilhed Gl'S 
ou<wey. BUI Doylt .dd!;: "It .... as quile all. 
undc:n;tlr.i"i:.l:i'·~ IJIc .tlleortCl:hnnl"BY in 
179l," 

I'olitics .nd technolalJ)' conspimf Igainst 
the best-l.id pions: H~vin8 mandated 1 
Ioqun~. Con.Jp1:I.I settled for IIoqu.igly nIp
uoid. thus QIa.bIUJUn"n unfonul\llllc pn'
","",. 

The District is no longer·a tr:apcmid, the 
scuthtrn one·third ha~ing been Cl:ded 
bxl!. to Vil1w.. in IB~6. AlaanllN. 

D.C., bcnme Akund.ria, V<o .• :lAd !he m( 

bcatne Atlinston. A limiLat scoeWon 
movement by GeafletOwII failed. l!:.IvinS 26 
miles of EUicon's oriIinal, mronderinB pc
rimfltf I. the Di.urict Unc, \l."hiell I\QW . 
sqligles throoP eiiht lUi ZIOIlC'5 and all 
four q~u of the cil)'_ ioume)' as di· 
nrse:and sttan,e 115 il w:u in Ellicoct', !by. 

EIUcoll ~ook n=ly two ye:an 10 make his 
w:ayaround the .qUIre, but he had to chop 
down 1l'L'C :and Wtt: mr-l radin&' as he 
1'"CfM. Today, lhanks 10 thc twin mimics of 
asph;ll! and internal atmbustion. Ellkou's 
journey (lin be ~.:complishcd in a single, 
very Ionaand ~urnv:atln8 day. 

"h'l qllil~ a big cit" lIC.uaIly. when you 
~down ton."musa~ Doyle. 

II is in the n:Kure of bolden \hal ~ Jick 
tends to rcfl«i'-hiddcn dam of Ille olher, 
and nOI al~y, \ubtly. rom empori:l and 
urip bzs nourish in CorinitOll, Ky .• illS! 
xross II-.c Ohio Ri~. from buu~up 
(;in(inn.>ti. Ti"JW.IIl. !.he qlJinle.wntial bor. 
der lawn, aller.! to nnrkammraflO ¥in:!. on 
Ihe cheap. Surrollfldcd by Ihe Wm .... w P.l.t. 
'Il'al Berliners indulgctJ in an oq;y of npi· 
Ialist d~en~. 
Th= arc loc:d ~1\Iii- UDlil rcbtil-'Iy 

n:cenllv. \V:.kk>d. Mo.!.--"lu'l ~CNM Ih" 

wut I dlfftnne. 
I. staIto Ilnl .... kft. 
_nIIlQ"IIt ........ -In~~, 
whh OIIIy I &taN! 
IIItrchlld C"Ould 
10 .. the D.C. lid. 
.tEntcmA_ . 

(mila CouoIY Une 
from rrince Geor;c', 
md; ,lion drive f.OITI 
Capi,oI HilJ-thriv/ld 
otI plllbI;"lh illtpl 
I;ooo;tz, and pro5l;!U. 

lion. 
The District line 

lacks wdt lurid ~ltr;lC' 
tioM.. Neal, ..m-.rrtwl 

homn line bath NcIc:!. or Western A"roue; 
working around the square, Ihe bulked·up 
ma.nors of Che"'Y Chase Oil Watern Avenue 
yield to ,ke :Ubcstos shin&lo :md modtst 
coIcmw. olTlkolno and Ot.illum on Easlern 
AVCflIl". to Ike frame bung:r.)o-...,:and zoo.dell 
::&p:!nnlCnu llong Southern .... Vtlluc. The: for· 
ei;n [:md kIIown "" MlIrybnd has sm,1I 
busin=-:s and a'lu:.J shoppinS cemers. The 
D.C. lide bril1le1: wi.h liquor Ilara. bee:IIM 
bo:Icm il cbcIper--depitc the- $l«per ~ 
12X. The border rortc: tw 1 bleak. puDed. 
a"":Iy-from qu3lily, :15 thoulh il scp:tnltcd 
IWO officiaUy friendly but ellhur:all~ mis· 
tlUliful naUon,.likeFnna: ~nd Gcrmo.ny . 

000'1 be fooled by Washinaton's stCUre, 
smety fedenl core ..... ~ lhe- DisuKt line 
lI\1y be found ,ueh IT!.1l"8lnaJ instiruuons as 
refolm schools. military base5,:md cemele!· 
\e$--""III,d >CI'":I.PS of Ike city's hislory. 

We picked lhe &loamiest of 0.11 pmoi!>1c 
morninG' to relrncc Ellicott', SleP'S. 
Darrow', cowboy bvu" ore ab"""b· 

inl 51u.h like RllUmy p:lper towels. ~nd we 
NVC only beaun Iu rarnblt. Luckily, /JIlt '''''0 
rricndly fctkr:1l 'gellls ~~ 10 tJri,'c II. 1\1 
lhe "".\1 m:trkcr,locmeu in ~ female _11un 
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. ' en ll!e l.I;lIe>:arIiI COl'llpowlu . 
• f- UnllIClUly.1heir clla!.al v.:hitk is a {ttbic. 
~kina I'hmaull! Horizon wilh CG'~l"TIIMni 

lags. The rout or u, ~1"lITI in, wilh iJonard 
II !he .. hexl, and w~ zi~8 OUI on.c PIC. 
trOll! ~ ~ ir.lO lIUtybnd 
("P!a5C Drive G.:ntly·j, Ihrou/lh aflOlhcr 
open 83le, p:lSl , building ominou~ly 
muknl rnREATCON. Ihrouch a locltftl 
pic. alonf 1 sloppy. rull~ ....,., 10 )"~t an· 
other locktd gale, /"lSI; conlrol slru~lure, 
~idc a brirnmin; inlet. Ihen ~rcund lhe. 
'edlc oflhc ~nuir ilsdf, 

The Iludi conct::lls nun)" , .hJ'1' rock in 
the mill. Whcno:ver onc Ihunks Ih~ under· 
side C"~r:,Uroturd murmurs , "Ifil hilS 

Local surveyors are retracing the District lines using 
sateUite-based Global Positioning System (GPS) 
techniques. By the standards of the satellite age, 

the lines are "not terribly straight," admits 
David Doyle. In other words, we still don't kDow 

where Marylaod ends aod the District begins. 

wc'n: nOi 5Uppo:!ed 10 phOlD8r.1l'h, Iker 
lradu eri~ Ihc ro:Ld, Ieiidill8 rrom ll!c 
.. ·~",h to the w;1 .. 'S nI.e, bUI ... -e don'lstC 
lIl.y whilcta~J, i\.\ilk<- ~." a bm:I of 2l Of 
man. ro:uns the ~lJO.u"", fenced cnd~un:, 
leQnml is cr lhe opinion 1""'1 t!ley Sl~~ 
"in lheir bcth~ 1M rnoming. Milk<- 3dds. 
'" an'l len >"011 how m:llly time I'\"e herd 
suns over here ," When Ihe police ani"e, Ihe 
hUf!1c ts == 3Iv.·~)'1long pc. 

In NmmcT1~, l.cwwd'. Ibys = 5pm! 
ch;LSinl neig.hbcrhood kidl who jump Ihe 
fence 10 swim in the rncrvoir. unl"':I.re II~I 
il~ plx id w;\C~n clIocnl dudly inl~kt P;pc$. 
- I.con:ml" lumJ OUI 10 be Lmn~N'S l~l 
narne; hi. gi''l:n n:une II L:lVtm~, ms in ~ 
ccru.in '70s silcom. 

" M1 wife', n:unc is Slirlq· ... i.mn.1rd 

""'''. 

. 
The Plymoulh round! D <:1lmcr, s!l1fIlina ~ 

. Jarcc hawk in f:h<! IICI of dismcmberins i15 
~ mOI.·The bird taka 10 Ihc: ~, 
dUlclting I Ump mUll "f fur, but the dead 
lInim:\l--po5lum~_provcs [011 hc:lVY, Drop· 
Pine ils lunch. Ike luwk oapo::<, e~ 
winp botin.,~r tile h.ke . • 

"', .. -e jounce throuf,h Ihis SnI)WY p2r.1(iisc, 
w~ cculdn'l Ig= ~ whh Ille 5emimc:nl5 
or one Fm:I 8. Woodw;lrd, ... ho in 19O5 
ma<k the firsl recorded lour 0( Ihc Dil-lriet 
bound~ry. In I pamphlet tilled " ... Ramble 
AlOI>II the Bound;uy $lQna or I"" Dillric:t of 
CeJ ...... bg Wim D Camera;' Woodwmt rebl' 
ctl hi. obKrvaiion. or I"" 'border lind Ih~ 
Ch1t"l1CtCrs he mel Ihere, from the woodl.o.nds 
3NI CSI:UCS of Oic...,. en- In the \1lIck 
f.""" 0( Sn\rIhea.!I, fte: foun~ Ih .. bound.ry 
~I<>I1e, omci~llv known •• NOflhwe51 No, 5, 

, 

!he my ....: did. "kid~en IWaJ in u.c fnl . 
ru:ss of an Wall wcod nol f.v from the re· 
ceiving f'OCrVoic of the Wlter supply of the 
dty OCW'-Shin ,n 

"The ~ whith ~ ....-i!h true 
n>mmwUon with nalUre tnlCred inlO OUr 
hoaru here," Woodward elTuocd. "as we 
scarcho:<l Ihrou!lh ... "OOI!nt dills 0\'1:' br.Iclu:n 
mel. fern. under wit and chc:unU[, ",ilh the 
smdl of lhe pine in OUr nOSlrus minslnt 
with the arom~ ofwild fIowcrs," 

A h;JJ(·mik due north·csl. the aroma of 
dics.el cxh~uJ[ nUnllcs in our nostril. 
.. ilh mal wormy, f~y s.rncU Ihal ru.cs 

from dK si.scwalk ~I« I ~1II1y 1oOU . 
",;nfoll, We Wee our no;>5lrib imo Srii~ Smile. 
• liny kiolk al Friendship Hcighl5 thai sclls 
Mllyland louery IickclS, SoLl\h J\meric:In 
coffee, and hnc!i IICMofDpcn. Only 1 .. '0' 
and·a,h.lf miles inlo OUr boundary f'WIbr., 
we're alr=dy sufferins from weo.lth f, tigue, 

Abtn-e Ute rcscl'Wlir in !lie. Dmrict.:a_' 
aisn her.o!d. 1M Spring V~lIcy d~vr!opmc:nl 
of "llI.'Iury lownhftmes," tJlC ~on of IhinS 
..... fim" in f'otornx or deepe''II r-::l.irfWl, 
w;th hWt\Oll~ hou0c:5 ~utc7.cd onlO I;ny , 
lftu ~round (n:dess cul-de.s:lcs, Impi;'lIion 
Clliers our heo.ns:as we £cnlo:mpJ:uc this r.b
ulou.s shCIIO for lbe. rich. One: .fte, another 
or lhese half-linishr;d t~ I'I\J.II.ioru ~PO"' ~ 
"Sold!" , isn, bUI it', 1101 cJeJf how rn~ny of 
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Borderline 
!hem "''n't Sold! ,ftu .... OfkcR cWm~ 
World War I poi5on.gu shells burial IIUt
by. 

WlIy, "1: WOI\dcf. would aft)"OM ~ , 
tuI(·mil (or I blol1td, 05lcntll101l1 home iInl 
iMide \he: Dmria, when I~ WIle maney 
could buy 1 blalltd. 05\entltiou, home all ~ 
(ull ~ U\ PDtomac or Reston? 

To nuke a Sl.al=em: Ir't liN i~ 1M Di/nill 
-.6"""", Wi t"" "fford 10. 

Many o( the older houses narby 3rc rt\Uy 
quile mod!:Sl, not tOO differenl from .... Iull 
Dlrrow:u>d I would see on the oprosi1c , ilk 
01 town. Rut eftn lhe smo.llcst, doobesl, 
trummiesl of upe Cads "3rl' at 1munJ 
$250.000. simply bca~ ;t is a tlr.lb aoo 
(f'Ummy Up: In Ward ) , th~ richer alld 
wllil~ of the city's Ogtu \nidI. In 1M 
nrighbo<t..o<h along Southern AWllue SE. 
~'d be 100 e:r;p:Miw 31 tw( the: phC(' . 
The key ,<.rUble i, DQ:: In tht D~ricl, Ihr 
lVCI":ISC whil~ IKM.c is " 'onh 
U43,OOO; bbck-uwncd homes avcl":lce 
SUS.oro. 

(hoc, the WI dco.de, new money h:u 
nODded iruo Ward 3, II":IMfDrming ils lall 
rniddle":];w cocla''CI InIO the udu,I"t do
nuln of high.income profcssion:tls. The cuk 
tidt Ius .... ~ed over Iile nldot busint$I.CS 
around-cvm the Weslern Awket, a ndJtt . 
bo,hood IP'OCCI)' stoo: 01\ the A\3lyI;md IIIk 

ar W!:Stem Avcnue. The tiny 0.1""', which 
~II" ~ mud! sinec it oj,rft..J in 1M 
'.to!:, wu Wte:Il oon and' '~H (out 
Ynt'I •• with ~ pn:5l7TCS and f~ 
putU ~ such fan: as cannaI $OUP 
:wi Wonder bead. 

O\oJ Fred Woodward "' ... 1M coming. of 

CClUnoe. "':Iy back in 1905. A IItw luboifivi.ion 
w:u \liking (orm nClrby, ~ AIf\I;~ 
U";~enit)' Park, ":lhhaugh il is ~ lhan a 
mile (rom lhe: ,ite cH Iile uni.-mily," Wood
w;a.rd nolro. The Outskirts 01 the Dislricl 
.... e.., brgdy nmtl ~t Ille time, .... i lk lhe B:tI\· 
nocl<bum Golf Club and the odiattnl Eng· 
lish Crickel Ciub o«upying much of the 
l:tI\d nco.r AU Parle.. By the time Wood~ 
rc:IChcd .... hal is now Pincltu""t Cin:k, where 
"'Urluncn we.., P"'parinR to ulmd Bound· 
ary .... "cnllC (now Wcslem Avertuc) inlO ,he 
.. 'UOds, he rould 00 IonSt1' ronu.in hUnKlf. 

''To lhis!«ludcd S1JOI. ha~ now come the 
W,.,..,)OrS with tr.msit and ued ope," he 
Wnaued, N 2IId lhey. rolkMtd by the ue 
In'In, N,\'l: CIfVl:d • b.C!Id lUIC lIIrcN", the 
maW\'l: 'fO'CJIXb ... . Too _. ~! will the 
eh:ln8e COIN' (or Ih. INC 10, ..... of nllUTc, 

wIo.ich ushers in tN: 4ays of 'boom w\:t-divi. 
sillM: pri!.b COIulC:'I and c!p.tblful joys, 311d 
drives him still funher afickl if he ... i5hc:!IIO 
cummune with mIllie." 

As we continue low3rd the nelher \'QCh~ 
o(West.m .... venue. It btcorno dar Iilal n:I' 

tu.., took il on Iile chin lien::. The houKS get 
newer ~nd Il1\.1l1er, their promised joys evcr 
more doubl(ul, until WC:'IlCrR (Bouncbry) 
Avenue dc:>dofllds at ~jtl Ro;td and Ore· 
gon .... venue, neJ.t 10 Rock CIt'dt Park. 

A r_p:llh leadl down a Jl~p hillside inlD 
the: puk, o"er the old Bou.nd.ary Bridge, and 
me:ande/"S .hl'OU&lllhc woods, now in M.ary
WId, DOW in the Ois$ria. 1ltiJ is scco.'Id
growth fon:s,. MIl cwcrJ")Wft"'" and fall· 
ell pow4:f poIc:t rugal 1 tim. whon tilt 
sulTOllndilll no.iahborttooo:b w • .., open Jl'iIS
IU,. Ind Iri!ImI'ls lin«! 1M e.mo:. Now un· 

\ 

\ 

oJor the jurilO/Jictian uf 1he N~tion:ll I"drk Se,· 
vice. thi.! w\lOlJcd "Jl1cy is il",lf a bouooory 
hctwccn mos.ly while w •• oJ J anoJ the n::S1 uf 
thedty. 

Wood"':InJ founll Ihe north co.nomoo. 
Slandin!; "tf/XI ill an open r.ekl." Nmv .1 is 
about a tbo.cn fa:1 r~m thc hurl~, .bLlrl~ "f 
Cast-Wcs.t HiShw:ly, ounlo:. in mud tu witllin 
a foot of il' lOOt.blxkcncd crown. The nOI 
r.Orthc:rNnO!.l obitcl in Ihe DDIM of 0>. 
Iwnbi:a. al lhis momenl, .. 3 pl:lSli" sutla 
bellie. Th-'sh Ihc ".,.,.r. "" "imp<c: the: 
{\)nI l E..u!cs I\.~hbarhood, an isob1cd ft\o 

cb .... al Ihe Distrk l ..... w: fttn,'Df Sh:trun 
Pr:m Kelly tiv~lN<:k apin.t Ih" com· 
muter Nu:yl:uuJ th~1 .he su ..,rlcn !roiles. 
;lIld pn.eti=lIy In the !h~duw of Silver 
Sprin!; skYSI;llpen. 

The.., actually 1\'aS •• il,·ct spring IIcre 
"'hen WoodW~fd r.unbl.d Ihrough, "Silver 
Sprinll on .hr Senlll" Street RO:td [rww 
Grorgi~ AVenllCj illlllong the l:ll1dm.:lfkl; of 
'hi' .""",i.>n;' ho; w,,~~, "ho....;l1~ a hC:Lluiflll 
,;pring nf Ii","!; W31t<" n ~wing 'hroueh 1'-' 
finest of WkI,H 

Bolt. .... u., il!\fJ s.and "-m: p;n"" 10:'8:lf;O. 
2/ld the: ...... 10m"', blllllNtks lolify to the: 
CGnliouina dub:05~ of Ii!.', plasura. 
Dina hip.risc 8fEW\lI1ml complexC! bc:Ir 
lho n:lmes of SIVld M'lI'118omery Cnunly 
m:I1"ioru such u F:IIkJ~nJs and Blair. Officc 
towers li$l: 20 S(UriCl and more, unrcUerct.l 
by buiJdin,.heighl limilation •. The veroJant 
vill"," of WODdw,rd's time is now a gritty, ' 
busiling hub, bUly aU dar with looding MId 
unlo:'lding and rclO:tdinS U\ Ihe warchou5CS, 
kiss'lIIId-ridln, ~t 1M subway station. On 
the border with Wo.§hington, the micro 
economy is s\u.t:)jntd by boo1.c, lotlery lick 
els,:I1\d POfll, 

On the D.C. side of Eastern Al:enuc, nt:l 

GeoIJi-o, a M~·haind mut i. dm~ 
SWapill, hUllks or pwe glu.s off 11K !>i:k 
",'3lk in flVlll al his Slu... . Behind Ihe sID! 
IcmI KI- al hi! IIOf.(oon1, dol:cns o! per 
....w rnmputCr1 and monilors ,il mlltin :lI 
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Sty ~ .• r~h. "The 1'\Od Sluff h~, >I=<Iy 
betn lIolen, ",,-c ,umUIC, hi, Wl:JJ1 bu,inc>s 
Nincd, ~ pcrson;>ll~)" ipwrN br".:.1· 
bo_!d. 
-N~:· IM m:m S3)"l. -nil >luff, ... no-

1m.:. ~nybody ""M'd bn:::I.);. in wouldn·1 
Ilnolw wh,1 10 OIc:Jl: ' He INnk. 1M wind" .. · 
i .... 1 hroke. "!itt hI)'.>.' il "'":IS,II l~pnIlagtlh· 
rT?" The I 1 ~Im:l millin, uround 
Stalt 1 1 d,~nce. would 

Hc of,en 

!f!i~2;,~~~f~:Io""' 

bb<ln, :md 
bkkroom. 

J !m:1l1ln,ck i. 
in Ilw 

I • '''' C,',,: 

The o.,;nor, a 'Iock)· m:ll1 wiLh ,l1oulder· 
J.,nglh h.:Iir, emeren f.om his urn,,, Up!'I:U1> 
and inviln us 10 tour I~ b;,(k room,'" lung 
~ DJrro'" aI'S N. filhc~e lenl. lic p,.~ hi. 
IWnC ;u Ch"". "The forbidden dumbe. " 
~"'10Id r,om lhe f!Oft! by J fbimy "Ir· 
.. , ... "",II ""is" t>bd: ,",In.\in u ,:"nl h' 11'0 

"T !hi o S secluded spot have now come the surveyors 
with transit and steeJ tape," lamented Fred Woodward) 

tromping past Pinehurst Circle in 1905) "and they, 
followed by the axe men, have carved a broad lane 

through the massive woods .... Too soon, alas! will the 
change come ... which ushers in the days of 'boom sub

divisions; garish cottages and doubtful joys." 

(("itin,. The privilege 01 tntry COlI> a dollat, 
:.:wrdilll1: .. , ~ hJI1d.lcncm:l ,i,n on lhe 
swin,ins <1Il0l", ".,,[undOld wilh pureluK." 

'!'he .m:aI!, brighll~ Iii mom is absolulcly 
bumn, wilh pornog"'l'hy. Hundmb of 
m'lP"j ne cu.·en IrJri~hly Inut tv.ry pc:nnu· 
131inn ~!oI:lUru I"'lt, ""d, pllloon of diido5 
..... I\d' al allenlion in .1otk..J c:ast. ft. lone 
NS'O",.' peru",", lhe mcn:~loC "";1),001 
C1Ilh,ui:u;". . Dul ~';n, !"lid 3 dalb<, he 
~rcluCl3nllob" •. 

A loOrurilY of in1bub!. dolls 110-."'1"1 0Ta". 

ho::xl, moJulh.' and nriflCd ~PJX. ,'nyone 
"''''' hu r~ J:lInes Joytt's $IT'Il/lly Iellel"llo 
hi~ "'if. ~-~n im"l!ine ",hal Ihc 8tC'31 mo<krn· 
i$1 mighl have done whh un(" of ,h"",; [ .i· 
knlty Ihank Ihc go<!. of lile~IUIT Ih,. Joyce 
didn', "'I1I3ndc, his in.pi"'Iion 00 3 I.lex 
.'Omp:lI1ion. . 

T1W il • f.:nil)· bLl'in<'U. foundOld by 
Chris' rlloo. 11>cy "",,"Cd 101M 10000lion 
when a_Ita porn.oop h~ft; foldN. ""They 
Wl:fC ,JQing Ihing> lhol l didn'I tnVre IfIo: \"Um

munity h.>.ppy,'. he .\:Iys, wit hOliI ebbor;i· 
lion. "We h,ve a dCl/l b".incu here,'· 

S;n~1: Ihe old s,ure "'" :>I=dy ZlInOld ,0 
\til porn, Chris .nd hil r'lhe. louk 1I'·cr Ihe 
It:I.~ and Iheir shop wa!o ,hus ~f"hcrcd 
under IInfer, .Irlctcr 2f\,i.pofTI rqul.Iionl; 
openin, • new ihul' here, ur ;an~, 
wOIJId ~ jU54 .buu' im"", .. bIc. 

Th. lIip.1i.,:hl "r lite: 'n\·tnIDIY j, • nNr.' 

plm lrelli,·c 01' rl~, runnint 1»ck 10 
1m. "I Un!.Ior...nh callmon," uplai". 
ChriJ. He puUs 001 • rrw ancien( i!.iu .... , 
which $¢("IT\ \:I'l!erul :md subdued in tllCK 
lurid IUm;lundings. "Sirullr.l Spe:tks His 
Mind" dl'C"!'m ihe Febru,ry !961 cover;.n 
issue fn)ITI 196& realures J demure, red· 
"DL'ki",ed iin on • ,wUli_ Chru. unwn", a 
copy of I\daI>t, • '~ p~ CUlnpc';tOf 
Ihll INUw itklf"The M.,,·s HOIru::Co:npan. 
i!>n" and ~'I\lrcd .tinky ',,:nAll: blbc:s. 

An1Oll1 lhe divided cities of Ih~ .... ([rld, 
Ihe a~il'll" .... d ,he: Berlins, "n!kon13 
l':Irk neVer r.mkOld '·cry. hi,1I on Ihe 

=Ie of 1a.>[XI!i';a! signilicantc (d~~pilc ilS 
numerous forays imo foreign po!i~, Ilk:h .. 
.. [,o.;b';nl iuclr g "nllclcar·f= ~cne"l. bill 
Ihe 1oen5C \If divaion is p:rIp:tb/c nonelhelcis. 

E3s!nA A\"m\K r1Im right IIvou,h lown. 
On lite: D.C. ,ilk, puking coltlrOCDlml is 
n:rnonck$, . The '00pplcl, dillOO, lhe: loru 
cury-outs :LrId eth nic clolhina boolK!."'"' or 
C:I:roIl/\V~nlle,!ie on Ihe /Ibry!and side:. So 
,J1JtS lhe: pou oIfJl.1:. The itllnulum-o(.the· 
.-.:ntury m~isons of Tokom~, D.C. , lond 10 

h~"e ",o~ pccUn, p;unl Ih:in their lum-of· 
'h .... -.:nllll)' n"shool"l in Takom, I':rrk, Md. 
\1t~ WOoS CWllnled ground during 111.: Civ. 

il War, if onl)' bridly. In lhe sul1\lTlcr of 
!S6-t. Gonfcder31c lroops undn Gen. Ju~ 
F.: .. ly furdcd tho I'ot.,..,..., ~ .... ~ 

'. 

" 

,-

through lbe MUIlI,Omcry CoIlmy (OU'liry. 
We lO\Rtd Lhc api~. WUNnglooi~ns 
""'C:llal in I'al :u Union UOOpI ~ . 1 
Fort Slcvms, Yon llHtcn,:md Fon Iby1rd. 

WeD, 001 tvU)'Oile :SWC>Icd, ror ... rhwitic:s 
stiud ~ ~{.finisMd ConCc:dUlllc fi.l.1l (rom. 
=ionill enc!ave in Georgelown. BUI !.lIe 
On.l.ughl never C:lI11C. ConfOlder.llc JII<I 
Union snipcl"l ItlIded g few dcsu.hory shclIs 
bcfo~ Early'. ~rrn)' nC'<l bxk:Kross the Po
lom:lC_ True Virginians, ,lie reln::lIing Reb, 
Ioo!ed r~rml1ouiICI of women's underthings 
and scribbled o\na:"" piaura on Ihe \\':IU •• 

In 1M ualon of the bonier, OIl tlw:: io:'oi 
nonheaucm ~ .... EllicolI's 5q1LlR:, Frf\! 
'/Iloodw;ard IromP«! throIiRh trudl ramu 
""d mel ",ral «ewlri,.. like M •. Norm¥! 
Kid,,-.:II, "",11o kindly pilorc:d us 10 lhe 
[boundary] ,lone .nd allenained us nl !he 
.arne lime .... hh. n!sumt of hi. nooul nUL
rimoni:JJ e.pcriena:s," ""d orrem:l U'oed· 
ward fresh It .... IUmiPI rrom hi, ;:nden. 
Now blDCk ~flor bkxk or [\\'0-0l0I)' brick 
OOuscs DCNp)' \he I"mip ~tchcs oC>"OtC" • .lI1 
tlte: WIly 10 wt.c~ Ezicm dcarknds high On 
• hilhD(l.:u Rif1lincob Ncw·lo .... " . 

TI,e ~ir i, filled willi r.he s.mokc IlIKI VOWI 
er hc1")' tn.1ehln<:ry bi';nx inlo the ,,"ODd1 
IlIKI mada.., or lIIe 1on,.l'OO:Inl IIXI. In 
ooc of Ihe !IISI m~jor d~"clopmcnt ptoj..:~I$ 
Ihe city wiU 5CC", lO",nlloustS ~nd condos:ue 
,Ding up on INS rUnner .ile of Ihc U.S. NJ. 
!ion.! RdofJn:l\oty, a spr.1wling juvenile de· 
Icn'; On cen!tr WhoK ICIJIC """" 1.:lIer cu · 
plKmil.al. to \l,. "NWoo:aI Tninini SctIooI 
ro, Boys." TIlt clw>trc fooled nobody. 
"WhencvC1' we dnm: by ii, lhc car _..lid 
ICI real quic1," RaUs Prince Gr:orsc's Coun. 
ty ruatiVt It\.ien..cl DoloLn. '1'h;u InS ... ·~IT 
Ihey >enl Ind boys." Bad lirls .,.,-.:re 50Cnl to 3 
girls' rcfonn:l\lIty o'1:r on Wesl~rn Avenue. 

One teg<:nd~ty loci! bod boy, I'rohibilion
er.l niglnclu b owner Jnmcs La Fenraine, 
u~ the nt2tby buNtr 10 ~I .dv.nl~'~. 
Hi. elub 03.1 jU" inside Ihe D;S1ritl line, btH 
;1 \\'U ~bIc Only by 3 rriV1le road (rom 
.\brybnd. ~ cn';~ dub w:K rurmu~ 
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B3fd!fline 
by 3 \aU r~ntt . f,urybnd. IICf'l could,,·t roM:! 
the pbn: beaux an~ ill<"p ~ti'liUc$ " .. .,,,, 
t~"Il: ~ in the D~Irkl . But OJ!;!r''t au· 
t/loritic$ ,,~ dCI~nW from clw-gin, doUin 
the drin: ..... ;1~ beause the drivl:¥I";1Y .... :IS in 
Maryland. When D.C. police YroItre to r:l.id 
Fonlaine·s. thq I\:Id to puu down the (C!ltt 
and enler from the Di.lIr;':t. which g:".' ",. 
....,Iers pl~my of advancc notice. The cil~ 
"·aricd of tarln& down R!ntme's fencc, 
finwng nothinl!", and Illen liaving to n:pl"'e 
it, SO Fon~c·! ~II'I ~idn;l often. which 
!uitre the poIitiri;an,:IlId police Orr.Ci31s Ulho 
p:uronizcd it ill" fine . 

The old rcfonro )0;1I00I sh:trn 3 bord~t 
",ilh another ~ ~Ilb~shmcnl. fufl 
I...incvln ConKlery, just on the M:Ltybnd side 
or lhe: lU1c . We Wi,·c llItOII,lIlhe: [pte-len
lit. of <"O\I1"1C"-oUI<J IUviplC iii "'indine 
fOlds, throu'" okIc., (TO .... dcd sect;"""':! to 
rn<I!l: iIpIndy .. \lIed ,"",CIIIS willi liatdly 
."y Il"""" nurlun. In the outlyinjc _tion, 
one inlm«tion is domirLaIcd by l m:tci\ .. 
bbck m.,,,,,.ri~lIO 3 (''IInk ",hu )u\ .. " '1 .... 1 

died. t\.:rording 10 ! .. ~ binMlln imcribN 
un llocic lomb!.,lhey'" bucly in t,,"roWs. 

They ccruInly thir.k ahc:oo.l: Than K the 
onb' Era\'I: in llis ",,,,,110 ,q;jon of Ihe ~ 
ItI.,. Beyond io:, the BI'f laml hun', bm< 
8~ Ill" 5Ool&.J or "'en muv.-.d. I~ an 
UMni.bro subdi";sion fur lhe dl2d. NCIf 
Ihe (:or ed~ o( Ihe tlXt, cmpry tanml ~r· 
copIuli 'lO.nd in ro"' ... ''''~Iinltl\cir ctomlaJ 
tlL'l:UpmIS. 

Nnr l m:tusukum. on Ihe O\Iukin. of tlw 
cemetery, Darrow and I spot 1lo1"e!S "row· 
in~ b~ Ih. (en.-c 11\:11 mules Ihe Dislricl line. 
Sprin8 a1=dy! We IrudGc to¥r.Lrd the ngw. 
ers only 10 discovcr Ihey'n: pla5lic. m:uking 
~ fJ"C!hly fiUed gr. .... n,hl next 10 Ihe fenec. 
within er.lwlinR distance of D.C. wgmu. 
Ten ~";1rds to Ille riShl oflhi. ~rie sec" •• ,h. 
top of one of Ellicott' •• Iones peeps from Ihe 
muck_ Through the (ence, ;It Nfl l.incoln 
New Town. wc Wil"h eOIl'l1ruetion ITQ\CNn· 
cry rn:IlchinR sloUily tOW3rd ,h. Pislrictl'ne. 

TNS 21lORymou. 1i ... 1 mlinB place corn
mands a nugnUlCCnt ";"UI of lhe Aru. 
coslia River Vitllcy. the: traffIC: sn;OOnB 

:tIong ils hiBhUll)'5 and .moke puffUl, from 
uacks in plxn like Cheverly :rod Bl3dcru· 
bu'K. Ju~ down Ihe hill arc the old doJdin, 
&fOIInds, wh.... 19th-«fl'ury W~n"on 
politicians ClIT1C 10 scllk \heir dif(craa. i" 
_vs rrohibilnl in the Cnlcr.lllenitory. 

Like Rodl Cm:k P;'rk. the "'-i:! ""r. 
lilMtl the DiSlr~1 ill ~ waw 00 poIilil::d 
bounobry COIJkJ, :at lnol no! wncc Icpl sq. 
~Iion. The .umWl!W ~hunk uf th. cilY 
nit of the tW« is pOO ........ .1 hbcka llun 
lhe resl. bl.tt the diffctcntt ItIlCS bc-ynnd roll' 
1,IIks 10 chu:tct .... Thit. put of Wnbington 
=i.I\(d n.tr;J115 the mt of the: cilY urbo-n· 
i ~.aJ; f",me fa.mhouln nuw S;I ~IonIl.Klc 
eh~!y t:orI l lnlelW Il"rdro Il\1flments. 
On,'C r;J(~ny mind. a!;!.o(,lhe·,iver i. now 
DlmQ$t 100:tI1~ blxk. 

Evcn in Woodwa<d'. day, Cl.!t-of·the·river 
W:I.J poor and tiql~laI. "Ek-cUlh.n: in our 
t1l1O·.11 " .. have·round Ihe Di.ltrKl to:Id. in 
aooJ condit.iori. u.",a!ly fIIl.C.1<hmizcd or 
Ir.t'''Ucd. and , utX ... dai b~ a poor o;<)untry 
to:Id," he wrote. "Hen: tltc condition. = 
m .. n.:d." Anli when the to:Id·buildcnt lin:tl
Iy ;niwd q$1 of the rivcr, the an:a's bluffs 
:tI1d honows di.to.ted L'Enfo.nt's Rrid be
)"tXId 1"CC"Il"ition. St.cetS mnndcr and Iwist 
Nnfu,inaly. lnd tlte uu15idcr C".tr1 easily leI "',. 

The river:tJso presenls a physic:>\ ~,~k; 
to CNU il (rom r'Ol'l. LlncoIn nO~I':lles a 
dri,·col" s<v.ru mila. ,. 

E.:uccm Avenue pic"" up·,pn ~I Kmil. 
wotlh, ~ through tlte lum-of-che-c:rn· 
IUry wbd.ivUion tJl non ... ood--<OtLlcmpo
nry willi Tlkonu ~k, bu, fe' bIx:ts only. 
NOI far from itJ lidy oollpID .... :1oI!lf 1Ih:o!l, 

, 

.-

IIrlt I,)..,ns, in Ihf woods IIr.If tllo: n\"Cl", )>ar. 
row 2IId I soou: 1_lhs ~ dis..V">"Cf,d lhe 
Biq"dc Ma..,\i.ing in a plyv.vutJ arnJ I~'·pa. 
per sNck. nih! ....,,;! I" one of OI;~"OI ! 's 
stOlles, Woodward ImnlioonJ, Ilnrby pwI 
hlll wt "'"as the subiM: 0( ~no.hl , bul ill 
dootkC"Cpcr "assured us with a C1)f\'lino:ln, 
:;.mUe t~t this ms nOI a pool room, bill a 
brant:t. of the '/>I:iryl>nd Tek,f1ph orr ... -c.' " 

There don'l .cem l<.l be m:uty 'Y""St>j(Uc:5 
,,,,und, or jc,>rish nci,hbQrl mul~n, Ihe 
!;!n:et., .w We an: all ,he mlln: .urpri~d 10 
n:;w Hebrew kUeril1ll on the hcai1!;!Dn" of ~ 
sm;lll cemetcry <.lIT Suu,hom I\VCIIUC, The 
cemetery oc~upies I sm~1J hilltop will. a 
l:orgc, sprc:idinll oak ~nd a cQltVNondlns 
view of the (aJer.t1 cilY leross tltc Arm:'I)stio. 
Ga7.in1!" .t th. tombstones. MIme of which 
dale rrom Ih. '20s, I !iCn~ somethins miss· 
inB. I\h:l--"o n",yO"'. SUI mull pebbles r~1 
Itop mJny o(lh. Slon<:5. 

The buney"~rd is Bua,d~d. ;n0l'prupfi.tcly, 
by a Pobcnn:tn. wh~h .,~i". aI,,, leI her ~ 
we knock It Ilw door of lhe cuflakcr'$ 
hou!iC. 

"WHO IS ITI" a worrutn hoUc,~ 
Uh, n:purten, ma·.m. tin up:l.;un ",i". 

d<>w i.I Oun, open, and a ltc:Kl lppnn .. 
''Talk 10 Iml m;m in the V\IIrt," lhc 13)'5,:IJId 
.bms the: "irldow oIlu!. The Dobcrm.ln 
.... l~ U"luudsc lip lhe hill, whcn:. r«ll 
\""JtI ;dies. 113 occupant is u·rn,lin, wilh doc 
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~nd.l)' (",,-.,,-,>1'11 , lie .... /1 • • ~"'-n ,1M: .... ". 
;.sm.. Ih, car SOIY"··Rcliml ." Is ht ,he (:I.1l:. 

,akn~ "I bc.:n around here." He oJ ........ ·, 
kIIow ..... mlKfl. 

M '" .."llr. t.ck down. 1 wcll.oJ~<aI 
m:," ~ rlUll ,he hoo\C. ""lIinl on h;, 
112., ~s he climm inlt. his lnJ(k.ntl ru'r.! oUI 
Ihc.Jn.~y. 

......... hflpful d ... \oiIM T~hmx> f'f ,hf 
Be.h ~lnm "YftO~. who:! urlaiM LII2., 
• "" Natiurul Capil.1 Hebrt-w ~'CT)' i. 
one' "I thc NY·' oIcksi ,kwM ~nict.. 
BrLh Sht>bn i!. .,.... of xw:rt <-onarq:u;"'" 
'h3' "ill LI'IC i,. Adi ... c.u co."" ~ccry an: 
." .. ",lit ........ 11 ,lrwish I>u..ul llNUn<.lJ, ."" 
K..-.bet hnel ttmein)' 1fMI ooc ~Icd 
:bc..:d stKl Fnoc1 •• ~ rot • ..,·s 6ckl. 

bro;:a.mo: ..-cmc1em bea.LlK "the \anti "'"'I' and it ....... .,zI.Jblc,"· Ttio:hrNn " 
mYSle'ious ~bbks 'fT>!"CWnl an an· 

ellilom. imraorccd ftUm ,he Mi<.ldle 
",he,c IP1'vMi,a .'. ml,krd nnly 

<mall. _ymoul rill:"l or Slones. 
y .nd r.M:N;h an: <lI~ 1<> In .... 
,I",," ",bm ,hey "i"l. '" hell' m.in. 
he lin,'.; IIftw ,h •• i"'31 "ijl.llir.~ re· 
Mn,..,. 

>~ e 
n, 

illl 

b':' ,.~ 
in I 

".., .,,,,,imot; ...... h ,., ~""t .. "n A,-c· 
110'( I'qin 10 ~~ •••• he <hot. !oi~e "r 

·Ih .. river. Th<: rt"'<.l ~"." on ~nll on, 
:11,,"""' and liquor ""'" on .M I>.e. 
.... >f1Oin« rb= anJ """'n .no"", and 
IKS in Mat)·bnd. On ~ quick .... inl 
(i. rolinI)', we ""ill ,he •• mrl.';"n uf 

~~ 
10<, 
'I-<.r 

" ~, 
,nlO r. 
RDnCh A~. UqIlOn' <.lri\'e·'hn.i ",itK!ulll. 
''f'CfI"nlii j Lm. (M. em""'ion!) 

'X·e·re looIr.inI for I ho .... ",bry ,h_ ., 
~IMm.nd Noyior Ro:od. one of lhe "III", 
,.ws .htwllh tll.il ~ or 'C'I"'n. This W .... 
Iu\ ha.J .n np«UIly .... "h .... lft1. An old 
" ... io.kfll 1.1Id WoodlO6l'd 111 •• hoomJ ",~dic,.. 
>l n~ .. I", Civil \1.'~. fon. u\C>l i, r ... l.rg~1 
met;"..,;' Il'ICir bulle" chil'f'N off ill i..knti· 
"-inA IRlIIo. Tooby. W':In:hinc .mulld J 

'fI,,1I ."....Imcnl hlliklinll. "'.., fm<l "" 1>31.'" 
"I il. 

The D.C. line was challenged only once, 
by Confederate Gen. Jubal Early, whose troops 

managed to squeeze off a few shots at Fort Stevens 
before turning tail. True Virginians, the retreating Rebs 

looted fannhouses of women's underthings and 
scribbled obscene pictures on the walls . 

No! IooSIlO, David Doyle and. his IU"'",,-. 
ins «>11.....,cs "'""' Iook.in,: (or the s:ame "om:. 11'0 I" no 1~I, IInlil • Ioo;al home· 
."..".. voI"nl«m1 thM il -...as .ntinc jll hU 
to.!.mICnl . TlM: Slorw Iud bcaI hil by a Of; 
il n ........ pose in Doyle's ~, w~ il 
w~1 """y '''''~ ,he .. dli'e W!"Vq' im"""" 
him or ill prupu POS;lion. 

l>rivi"ll .IVIInd Ihcsc SI ....... , 1 rtt:dl !No. 
n·M.:IY",·(ol·L.i/". Morian 8v1}' An_ 
A ..... I ,,"" In ~\'C aJ'OWId he~. which rni&h. 
nplain '\byor·for-tb.--NCl-I·T __ YQ~ }{tl· 
Iy". d",.~ of nrighborh<o:ld: 9IC liYC'S U (ar 
(rom "3".,. .IS if. f""Sible 'A S~I wi,/I(Iu, 
)nvinll ,he Disl"". 

Wi,h doni! ~"""",'''ina. Intmw and I ... · 
(id<:: "' lft(Mot .hod 10 O~on Cove, 00' I"" 
""r>-wllCn: we Upn:IIO lind OLiI nin.h 3nd 
I.~ IIoundlry S'OIIC in Iii<: DiI1l;'cl. Wood· 
.. -ani <.li~, .. -nnt .. ""1f·suhmatM in lhe ~ 
IImAC mud·flall, n.e:ar ,he bndinR or 1:O~·s 
I'm")', ,h. Wooo:Ill)W Wil'iOl1 Bridge (If ii' 
lime. T1Ic rCl"ry wurt·1 ",,,,"king, so he lUI "3 
hmni, named BU'"lt'.M who liml in '/wl 
in lhe ~llCh lik.he Bicycle f,bn ~1 
I"enilll.'o"l't--!o R'''' him :ICroM II ..... rCS3n. 
<l..u. 

"The- r."7 Jncl 8urn&c ~Il: i-cl!h 10011 JO<!C. 
3nd r.·. hein! che 11 ...... _ mnvrd. Stilt. 
.... <.l~,:i<.lt In try ,(I lind il. III"inR al Q,;.,... 
l1il1 r .... m. now opc~.ru by Ih~ Nalio",,1 
",",k Sc".-itt. A IUn'OI'f r:IIIC win<.lsdown 10 I 
f'Ic • ..-ctl ,,"eh of hounmianoJ. nm' impk. "'."'< n'~1 ric'urc:<tluci), in II.',ulcn ,~ •. 

"The: lane ends. we rvk and sec OIl' ancl foI· 
low. promjsinl rrolp!1.h, ooly '0 Bel cui oIT 
1.I1.Z95. "Thc:JC is I rondnm on .h~ groond_ 
nvybe .. ~ .. ioe iii D.C. Ilfr« all. 

Wc sJoa bKk IhlVll~h the wood,. Some· 
",hcll: ICJ'<IU Ihe ril'Cl. Alcnndria's h .. bo,· 
1IIHLct1 ""ilt • liahlhou .. I'"", lhe WI 
bouodaIy nwkt:,. And as for the portion cI 
EI\K'OU', "'lIVe)' .hai now <lividn AffingL"" 
:llLd. F.oirfu, well, il'$ ill'll _noIhe. coun.y 
line ..... riinrtoo his b«n noHhc·t>illoo (or 
I<IIwc lluD II ..... lhe Vis/ria. "'" """"" 
coIlm-ive inanily on the: port of ,he Virgi"'" 
delq:l.lion. it won', ever be ,he Distric, 
Is·in. 

/I. bike ,..rh dis:oPf'Grs.1'CIIU'od tho: for .. 
or!.hon Ccn~ ........ y r""",..mcr.r lhe!.l<IIIC io 
,urp:M(i 10 be. In lhe d" .. n«', ,h. ~UJ\SC1 
f;OId·lcar, ,he Brim In;hi,ccILlIl: (I( D.C. Vii· 
bae. oner: lhe ciIy·l ~, .hili ,ht-tl • 
wc spot tWl:I riaura po.WIins bicyl:k$ 
IhlVllgh Ihe \IIQOd.1, 1\umblin, ova- moll 
IIId cnrnchinllhrou,h the ankk-doep U"Uh. 

One of them falls o.n- ItiI bike with • 
(T,Hh. swearinl, bcfcn Ihcy-.."",~ 
mcn in olive <lr.tb, wilh liIhina: rodI 
"ra[lpCd I" lheir bic:yCIcs. A sr=> net pn> 
II'IIdn rrum lhe mbbai1lrd can_ bla: 
l.raPflCd co lhe: ~'I bike. He is rritndly. 
wi,h ... cnommus, smooth (lYl.1 ra ... ond I~· 
menlloo. Iwlds. His rompanion mLillers • 
f~ d,,~ng rcmutu .boIIl ~.~ 
~ .... o:::Lkrn. an<.llhc:n luml hiLI bxk <1ft 

", 
'. 

Tlic (,icndly m:on·./WIIC is Tuck, ·Ihum· 
as, .00 he giVC'll IW~ ~a •• ~r,« I mICC1i~ 
pllI!oC, I. &S. Th"m:ls i, ,akinl lIle holiday 
uIT (rom jury <.lulY II I).C. Superior Court . 
' 'Gnd, J hale I~;' he !.Irs. '·1 "'VII 10 be 
OUI hell: lishin· so b>J I """ Iftl it in my 
nw!! ." He el'OU(hcs dow" in mock 'sony. 

"hmc:od, I ",I 10 Slay In .hal room Iii,." • 
iI\IlO bullshit. \'I'e jtOt 17 c;fu'1cs.alld ... c' .... 
only Ihrovah rour ur·<1rI .~ 

We Il'C rlt rrom Sup:rior COl-1l1; lhell:" 
Ill)( I Ml:lrobu~ ...... mikli. 1"hotna>i ~va I 
hlnc on)' rrom Suptrior Goo". ,110. lIId 
cornpkiru !MC IUron don't r«ri~ parkin.l 
pr\vilqes. NO! even "my nq>he .... , Ihe chier' 
aI\llcl ~",inR ·rhom:u I plrkinl spot. II 
1Oml,. T1IC dlicl? MdNpOlitan ~ De· 
partment ChM:t FmI lltoma., of ,vunc. 
OIicf nr no c"'id. 1ucker Thorn., is boIInd 
(or It...: jury mom 'oroorTDw. 

"This ;5 wNl I do. rm alwlya Mil:. I 
ClI~h It...: ,"""Cc (,<"n:h, Ihc,7d""" pcn:h, lho: 
t;nIppie." Tufcs or R~y IlIIr peo:k OUI from 
under hi. kflil ,"p. The cm\"lS boll docsn'l 
iC'Ctn 10 c<~~in any lish. It·s IIOt lhe line 
fuhina: ....... nd. llIorna. 1lIDws, 1M il 's hi, ."". 

"I houBh' m. a 19511 f'onliK in 1956," he 
SI)1, "ber ...... )'<111 WC'I"C born. UKd. 10 park i, 
riah' ,hc«:," be ~, ino;tiaIinl Ihf spKC 
~lIpicd by my mJ l-Iond:t. "I me. lhe 
whice lady who liv" up lOp of lIlclUlI-Junc 
U. 1956. She t'lllTlC down and si~ me, on. 
10 oj, <11>." ·rJiomos n:lUIv:s lhe memory. 
"The farm mUll look tht way il did in 1956, 
Ihel'ldds ~y for plowlnllS the t~n8 
01)' aobb1cd. nci&hb0rin8 (arm' and the 
doublfcd pkfro.wrft of svlllrrban Iif. closed in 
(11. aJ.I sid ... 

all. his rri",d hIS alrC:ldy di$llppo:ai"td 
wotu>d the bend or the bik pall), and i,', 
u.n., ror him 10 sa ,.nn" 100. His lone day 
O~t, "fuc"'r Thomas ball';d.,. hili rusty 
blu( I'ctrleol, ... ""~n !qucakin., and pcd~l • 
..... ,-. wobblina: down the •• phall path in lhe 
8Cf'CRI dircaion or the DlsuKI of CcilW'I. 
hi.. CP 


