00D MARKER FOUND

District Boundary Stone Lost
for Nearly. Sixty Years. .

_LOCATED AT JONES’ POINT

_Imbedded in Ses Wall Near Light
-~ © Keeper's Héme.. =~ |

ENGINEERS. MAKE DISCOVERY

!

'J}iuintegratioﬁ Has Completely Ob-
" literated "inm}ipu?’hp—-_-'l?_qtnre
' Preservation Is Planned,

| .-. * I—'—-—-———-

{ -After-having been lost to slght for near-
‘Jly elxty years, during which perlod its
lexact lotatlon has been. the subject ot
‘more or 1¢ss’doubt and dispute, the routh-
ernmost boundary stoné- of“the -ton iniles
equare cdmprising the original Distriet
‘o Columbia has just been found- by the
engineers engaged In Improving the nayl-
-gaton-of the Potomac river._ The stone
was erected :at Jones point, on the Po:
tomac, just below Alexandrla, April'-15,
1701,- ‘with considerable ceremony, In
which . mvern} Masorile  lodges, Danla‘l
Carroll, Maj. ﬂamuol Fllico!t ‘and DrH
David Stewart took,part. . It was the firat
of a ‘tolal a‘brarly similar ‘stones .placed
"on _the four sides of the District té mark
ul ‘boundaries within the states of Vir-
'mll. and Maryland. Most of these marR-

are in a bad sliate of preservation,
#6me of them having lost entirely all the
-ariginal inscriptions. The Jones point
stone, however, was the only one of the
whereabouts of which there was any
doubt. -All the others wera found where
-they belonged, but the marker at Jones

-| nearby,

‘the othier boundary. -stones,

-ravages of time and
‘seriptions are completaly obliterated. It

m:lm. the sonior of ‘them all, up la a fewl

days ago, had folled the perslalem c-rrorts
of all searchera

Covered by Mas’onry_.

* It -now transpires, however, thatthe
long-missing stone ' is exactly . where it
was supposed  to, be—imbedded. In. the sea
wall directly front of -the: éntrance to
the house Gcecuriled, by the keeper of the
lxhthouse at Jones point. The light-
hguse at that’ polnt was bullt In 1855 and
& few "years later a sea wall was bullt
ardund thé - base. The boundary -stone
happpried to be on the lineof that wall
and [(n-the cconomy. of the.time was used
ag part of the: structure. The result was
that it was completely covered by the
masonry above and around It.  Stepa were
placed in front.of It-to cnable the lght-
house keéper to get down td the beach
from his dwelling.

For a great many 3oars the fact that
the marker was within the wall was not
generally- known, . but. in 1881."the army
énginecrs ensased in trlangulation, work.
in that vielnity found a mark on the wall
which, was supposed to Indlcate the loca-
flon of the boupdary stone. Bui no ub-
solute’ verification Jf that belicf was ob-
tained until a few. days ago, when the en-
glncers engaged In flling In Hattery Cove,
with materlal dredged from the,
river channal, took down a section of the
well at the point indicated and found lhe
long-:loxt stone.

About- a Foot Sqnare. 6

. It was about two feet back from ‘the
fice-of the wall, which s bullt at.the
foot of a.small bill, and about eighteen
fnches from the top of the wall, Like
it s gbout
ono foot square and two feet «high’ wilm
pyramidal top. Belng of soft #andstone
it has become somewhat dlsintegrated,

capeclatly at-.the. edges,, through the
the orlginal - In-

has retained Iits, general conformation,
huwovo’r. and Is'In falrly good condition.

* Col. Langfitt, the ‘cngineer officer In
charge, ' has given orders that the-stone
shall . nét be_dlsturbed, and has taken
steps (o socure its. preservation. Intact.
Inasmuch ‘as the removed scction” of sea
wall has to be replaced ‘without injury
to the -historic marker, it has been de-
clded-to Inclose the marker in.a box. of
concrate with an -opening in- front _for
observatlon. purpoges,, and another at‘tha
top for triangulation work' in makin

o( survus 2 ' i ;

Ir you uant nork read the want ch- -
umns of The Star.



