SOUTH STONE

Jones Point, Alexandria VA

1908 - 1921

In DAR Scrapbook #1, photographs taken at various times. Two are by E. A. Shuster, Jr.
prior to discovery of stone behind sea wall Seventeen appear to have been taken following
exposure of the stone, at several different times. A number of these may be from a 1921 DAR
function commemorating the 130th anniversary of the setting of the stone. Among the speakers,
Fred Woodward, according to typewritten notes by Florence Abbot, then State Historian.
Following this, a blueprint for the fences provided by the DAR.
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1912
CORNERSTONE FOUND

The original corner stone of the District of Columbia, which was laid with pomp and
ceremony on April 15, 1791, has again been brought to light. It is located beneath a sea wall in
Jront of Jones Point lighthouse, on the Potomac below Alexandria. It remained there for 70
Years exposed 1o the weather, until in 1861 it was concealed by the construction of the sea wall
around the lighthouse.

The United States engineer corps, Col. W. C. Langfitt commanding, has been making
some repairs and the stone was disclosed when a small part of the retaining wall was removed.

The wall will be rebuilt so that the stone will remain in view protected by a concrete
inclosure with a grating in front. It is expected that the Columbia Historical Society will erect a
permanent tablet beside the relic to commemorate the laying of the First District corner stone.

The stone is badly weathered and the inscriptions are nearly all illegible. The figure "7"
may be read on the southeast side, this evidently being part of the date.

From The Alexandria Gazette, circa 1912. Reprinted in the
Gazette, 26 September 1962,
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1913

Excerpted from Woodward, Fred E. "The Recovery of the Southern Corner Stone of the
District," a paper read before the Columbia Historical Society, 18 March 1913. Published
in Records of the Columbia Historical Society, Volume 18, 1915, pgs. 16 - 25.
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SOUTH STONE
Jones Point, Alexandria VA

In 1853, the United States Government established and built a lighthouse upon Jones's
Point, about 15 feet north of the boundary stone and six years later, 1861, under the direction of
the United States Engineer Corps, a retaining sea wall was constructed upon the top of and over
the stone, completely hiding it from view.

For more than half a century, no human eye has looked upon this earliest monument . . . .

(In June, 1912] . .. rhe United States Engineer Corps, at that time engaged in extensive
operations in the immediate vicinity of the stone, broke into the wall and . . . found the stone . . .

Still further, the Engineer Corps has constructed a substantial niche or cage about six
feet long and four feet in height and two and one-half feet in depth, covered with a broad
concrete slab.

This slab has a circular opening some six inches in diameter exactly over the center af
the stone, making it accessible for surveyors. . . .

Unfortunately, the lighthouse and its tiny reservation of 1952 square feet (about one
small city lot) is surrounded by private property, a small portion of which should be acquired by
the United States in order to gain access to the stone.
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1921

DC DAR Commemoration at South Stone, reported in Alexandria Gazette, 13 April 1921.
(See "Laying the Cornerstone," 1984)
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1949

In DAR Scrapbook #2, photographs taken in 1949 by Kenneth Lawrence of Alexandria
VA and donated to DC DAR: two small snapshots whirring stone behind fence and chain Jink.

In General File, report of State Historian, 1948-1950, reprinting notes made by Kenneth
Lawrence:

Located on Jones Point in Alexandria, Virginia. The front of the stone can be seen only
by approaching the location by boat on the river. It stands underneath the Jront steps of the old,
abandoned lighthouse which now stands on a military reservation. It can also be viewed from
the top, inside the fence, through a small hole directly over the center of the stone. The stone is
well protected but in very poor condition. I could make out no lettering at ail on either of the
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SOUTH STONE
Jones Point, Alexandria VA

visible sides. There is nothing on the fence at any place to indicate that this is the cornerstone of
the old Federal District.
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1952 - 1954
From report of DC DAR Historians' Committee, in "General” File:

Have had telephone conversations from time to time with: Mr. Watkins, Acting City
Manager, Alexandria Direcior of Public Works (King 9-7700) also with Mr. Hall {Planning for
City) (same office as Mr. Watkins) They are non-committal and not interested.
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1960

In DAR Scrapbook #2, report of DC DAR State Historian: "Mr, James Sherier 2525
King St., Alexandria, VA. has taken an interest in the Milestones and reports that this one is in
good condition."

FREERAFE R

Various Dates

In Slide Book, slides from Eloise Jenkins' collection, dated July 1973 and February 1991.
(Some if not all taken by Natalie Newell.)

HARE R R

1980
NEW LANDMARK

Alexandria’s Jones Point Lighthouse and the surveyor's mark which began the definition
of the District of Columbia (the South Cornerstone) have been placed on the Virginia Landmarks
Register, and have been nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.

The old lighthouse, which looks enough like a midwestern prairie school to Jool most
midwestereners has long been a neglected part of Alexandria’s seaport heritage. We're delighted
10 see that it finally is being recognized.

The South Cornerstone is best seen from a small boat in the Potomac. if you're on shore
you almost have to read it upside down, from a position not unlike that needed to Iiss the
Blarney Stone.

What we do hope is that the new recognition will focus attention on the unkempt
condition of Jones Point, which is federally-owned land at the extreme southeastern tip of
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SOUTH STONE
Jones Point, Alexandria VA

Alexandria. Benign neglect of federal land, at the same time the feds are trying o force
Alexandria to turn its commercially water-oriented activity into parks just doesn't make sense.

Alexandria Packet, 16 - 22 April 1980
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1984 (7)

In folder, two typewritten report entitled "Laying the Cornerstone” and "The D.AR. to
the Rescue: Jones Pomt - 1926 - 1984," unattributed, but obtained at Lloyd House of the
Alexandria Library, 1999. Both detailed reports, heavily footnoted, outlining history of the Jones
Point Light House and the "D.A.R." involvement.
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1987

See folder: 4 photographs of DC DAR members Eloise Jenkins, Damitra Meeds, and
Gary Meeds, and Marie Yochim mspecting South Cornerstone.
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1999

In folder, 8 digital photographs on disk taken by Gayle T. Harris, summer 1999. In
addition, a flyer prepared for and distributed to DC DAR urging members contact the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge people to express their concern for the fate of the South Stone. At this writing
{(January 2001), no firm plans have been announced for what plans are in store for the stone, but
weTe watching. We understand that the VA DAR as well as the Alexandria Office of Historic
Preservation have been active in supporting preservation of it as the new Wilson Bridge plans take
shape.
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SOUTHWEST 1

Wilkes & S. Payne Streets
Alexandria VA

1908 - 1916

In DAR Scrapbook #1, 7 photographs. Four of these may be Shuster photos, one of
which carries the date May 31, 1908. The remaining 3 photos show the stone fenced.
Heandwritten notes indicate that the stone had been moved several yards from the original position
(apparently attributed to Shuster), and that it was re-set, fenced and marked by Mount Vernon
Chapter of VA DAR.
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1949

In DAR Scrapbook #2, photographs taken in 1949 by Kenneth Lawrence of Alexandria
VA aud donated to DC DAR: two small snapshots. -

In General File, report of State Historian, 1948-1950, reprinting notes made by Kenneth
Lawrence:

This stone is located at the corner of Wilkes and Payne Streels in Alexandria, Virginia.
I stood originally abour 100 yards south of the house at 1200 Wilkes Sireet but was dug up jfrom
that location over forty years ago. The stone is in good condition but has a crack running
vertically. The fence is severely damaged and offers no protection. The plate on the fence
reads, "Protected by Mt. Vernon Chapter, D.A.R.

FEREEENHDN

1952 - 1954
From report of DC DAR Historians' Committee, in "General” File:

Have had telephone conversations from time to time with: Mr. Watkins, Acting City
Manager, Alexandria Director of Public Works (King 9-7700) also with Mr. Hall (Planning for
City) (same office as Mr. Watkins) They are non-commiital and not interested.
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1970

In DAR Scrapbook #2, photographs & notes added to 1949 Kenneth Lawrence photos:
one additional photograph; "One of the best stones in Virginia. It was moved about 200 ft. SW
of its original site.
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SOUTHWEST 1

Wilkes & S. Payne Streets
Alexandria VA
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1972

In Geperal File, "Revisiting Washington's Forty Boundary Stones," a paper read by Edwin
Darby Nye before the Columbia Historical Society on December 19, 1972:

SW1. . . appears to have been moved from its original location when Alexandria grew in
size and the streets were extended to reach the boundary line. The stone sits square with the
corners of the sidewalks at this NS-EW intersection and has an excellent location but it has been
rotated 45 degrees in relocation as the JURISDICTION face does not squarely face the District
of Columbia.

Also noteworthy, the stonecutter who carved this stone did not carve the rest of them.
The inscription is smaller, shallower and less artistic than on the remaining stones and, as this is
the first stone placed after the South Stone, one surmises that the surveyors did not like their
stonecutter's work and hired another man.

MEFEREEEFE

1976

In General File, from an article in Washington Post, 27 June 1976, "26 Stones Carved in
1791 Mark District's Boundaries” by Sara E. Hansard, subsequent to a report prepared by the
National Capital Planning Commission:

One mile northwest of the South corner marker, children play around the fenced-in stone
at the corner of Wilkes and S. Payne Streets in Alexandria. This stone remains legible and is in
good condition.

LS T L L]
Yarious Dates

In Slide Book, slides from Eloise Jenkins' collection, dated July 1973, April 1985, May
1985 and February 1991. (Some if not all taken by Natalic Newell.)
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1999

In folder, digital photographs taken by Gayle T. Harris, summer 1999, on disk and prints.
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