BOUNDARY

CARITAL

[n 1846 the Federal Government retroceded to the
State of Virginia thirty-three square miles of land
the State had ceded 1o the Federal Government
in 1789, At the time of original survey of the
Federal Teritory forty markess were put in

place along the boundary of the ten mile

square. The majority are still in place. All

of the markers have been designated as

Category !l Landmarks by the Joint

Committee on Landmarks of the

National Capital. Twenty-six are

located along the District-Mary-

land boundary line.

The District of Columbia Daughters of the American Revolution assumed
responsibitity for protection of the historic Boundary Markers of the Federar
Territory.
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The boundary of the District of
Columbia, originally ten square
miles in size, was surveyed in
1791 by Major Andrew Ellicott
at the request of President
George Washington, During the
survey forty small granite
boundary rmarker stones were
placed approximately one mile
apart around the periphery. All
but one of these remain today in
various stages of deterioration.
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Because of the historical signifi-
cance of these milestones mark-
ing the original territory of the
seat of government of the
United States, their preservation
is important. The National Capi-
tal Planning Commission report,

Boundary Stones of the Nation's
Capital: A Proposal for their
Preservation and Protection, de-
scribes the location and current
condition of the mile markaers,

Map showing the original Fedaral Territory.

tells of previous efforts—particu-
larly by the Daughters of the
American Revolution—to pro-
tect them, and proposes recom-
mendations for their preserva-
tion.

History of the placement of the
stones goes back to 1791 when
Andrew Ellicott accepted a com-
mission to survey the ten mile
sguare. He was assisted by

Benjamin Banneker, who made
the astronomical observations
and calculations necessary to
establish the location of the
south corner stone. Ellicott and
his field crews did the actual
surveying, which began in Febru-
ary 1791 at a base camp set up
near Jones’ Point where Hunting
Creek met the Potomac River.

After the preliminary survey had
progressed far encugh for









