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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jones Point Lighthouse is a simple 19-9-38-foot rectangular frame s t r u c t u r e  on the 
south shore of Jones Point i n  Alexandria. The building is one and one-half s t o r i e s  
high atop a br ick foundation. A cy l indr ica l  cast-iron l an t e rn  surrounded by a r a i l i n g  
protrudes from t h e  center  of i t s  gabled roof; it is approximately seven f e e t  i n  dia- 

The roof o f - the  lan te rn  is supported by angled struts 
forming which the  beacon l i g h t  shone. I 
The south facade of t he  building i s  broken by a cen t r a l  door with  s i d e l i g h t s  and two 
flanlcing windows o r ig ina l ly  containing six-over-six s a s h  but  :now. boarded over. The 
north elevation mirtors t h e  south but without t he  door. A door on the r i g h t o f  t h e  &. . 
west elkvation 'Is re&hed v i a  a full-width covered porch postdating t h e  bas i c  struc- 
ture. Above t h e  shed.:rooP. Of t h e  porch in t h e  gable end a r e  t w o  windows ( o r i g i n i l l y  
f o u m e r - f o u r ,  &'boarded) l igh t ing  . the  second f loor ;  . these windovs a r e  repeated 
bn the otherwise-unbrokm eas t  elevation. The th in  c o r n e r p i l a s t e r s ,  eaves, and hood 
over the f ron t  (south) door a r e  of a s b p l e  Greek Revival character. The bui lding is 
sided with clapboard, most of which was replaced i n  the  1960s. The wooden ex te r io r  
shut ters  o r ig ina l ly  on the f i r s t - f l o o r  windows a r e  absent. Basement  windows and an  
areaway t o  t he  bas on the north  side have been bricked in .  

,~ , .. , 

On the in te r ior , . .  r contained a c a n & l  stair .hall.flanked by two squqe 
rooms. A s t r a igh t  stairway ranrfrom the rirst f loo r  t o  the basement, a 180. winder 
stair :ran between the  rirst and second f loors ' j 'and a ship 's  ladder..from the  second 

..at e i t h e r  end of the lbu i ld- ,~  
gone, and l i t t l e  else're- . ; .. 

looring and open . . 

. . , . 

1 lens- filuminated b+ a n  . 
t . w a s  raconverted' t o  o i l  i n  

i t e  lfghtgof 3 9 0 .  
candlepower fueled l y  tended l i g h t .  The l i gh t -  
house operated i n  t h i s  manner u n t i l  1926, when a 200-candlepower f l a sh ing  acetylene 
l i g h t  on a 60-foot s t e e l  skeleton tower 100 vards to  t h e e a s t  put it out of service.  - - ~ ~ ~ 

No lamp o r  lens  remains i n  t he  W&thotise today, nor is the replacement tower extant. 
' , '1 I , I : ,  !I{: ...... -.. .: : , L.' . , . id 

The lighthouse .s%Ce :on LfiIlecF grdun&.boI'dez'ed. by '&:'$tone 
f ee t  high and 30 by 80 f e e t  i n  plan. A w a l l  and several  small 
one contaiaing a pr ivy,formerly;s tood t o  the  ves t  of the  
picket fence atop the  re ta in ing  wall enclosed the grounds. 
the re ta ining w a l l  stands. . . .. . . .  .. . . . . . . 

A recess i n  the  re ta in ing  wall  a t  the r i v e r ' s  edge aligned with t h e  f ron t  door of 
the lighthouse andabout  15  f e e t f r o m  it contains the  h i s t o r i c  south cornerstone of 
the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. The s tone ceremodally i n s t a l l ed  i n  1791 was temporary 
and was replaced i n  1794 with a permanent stone inscribed "The Beginning of the  Ter- 
r i to ry  of Columbi stone was covered when the  re ta in ing  wa l l  was b u i l t i n  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The south cornerstone of t he  D i s t r i c t  of Colrrmbia is s ign i f i can t  a s  marking t h e  begin- 
ning point  of the  17191 survey t h a t  carved this unique Federal j u r i s d i c t i o n  from the  
s t a t e s  of Virginia and Maryland. Along with the  o ther  surviving s topes  t h a t  pexe s e t  
each mile around the  District's 40-mile perimeter, t h i s  is one of t he  o l d e s t  a r t i f a c t s  
re la ted t o  t he  Nation's Capital.  The Jones Point Lighthouse, b u i l t  adjacent  t o  the  
south cornerstone i n  1855, aided Potomac River shipping f o r  70 yea r s  and i s  s i g n i f i -  
cant in i l l u s t r a t i n g  Federal concern f o r  the  improvement of in land  navigation i n  t h e  
19th century. 

The Residence Act of Ju ly  16, 1790, a s  amended March 3, 1791, authorized President  
George Washington t o  s e l e c t  a 100-square-mile s i t e  f o r  the  na t iona l  c a p i t a l  a t  some 
point  on t he  Potomac River between AJ.axandrh,'Virginia, and Williamsport, Maryland. 
Washington selected t he  southerumost l oca t i on  within these  limits. Acting upon in- 
s t ruc t ions  from Secretary of S t a t e  Thomas Jef.fezson, Major Andrew E l l i c o t t  of Phila- 
delphia began surveying the ten  mile square on February 12, 1791. E l l i c o t t ,  apromi-  
neat profess ional  surveyor and member of the American Philosophical  Society,  h i red  
Benjamin Banneker, a f r e e  black astronomer and mathematician from Maryland, t o  make 
the  astroamica~obsercrations and calculat ions  necessary t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  locpt ion 
of the  south corner o f - t h e  square a t  Jones Point. From here  E l l i c o t t  surveyed ten- 
mile lines in sequence northwesterly, northaasterly,  southeaster ly ,  and southwesterly 
t o  the  point  of beginning, thus forming the  100-square-mile D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

The Alexandria Masonic Lodge placed a stone a t  t he  south comer  on  Apri l  15, 1791, i n  
ceremonies attended by E l l i c o t t ,  f edera l  d i s t r i c t  conmissioners Daniel Ca r ro l l  and 
David Stuar t ,  and o ther  d ign i ta r ies .  Other s tones  were subsequently placed a t  ap- 
proximately one-mile intervals'.rilong the  D i s f r i c t  boundazy with Vi rg in ia  in.1791 and 
along the  District-Maryland l i n e  i n  1792. I n  1794 a permanent sou th  cornerstone re- 
placed t h a t  l a i d  or ig ina l ly ;  only a por t ion of its inscr ipt ion,  "The Beginning of t h e  
Terri tory of Columbia," remains l e g i b l e  today. (Most of the  o the r  o r i g i n a l  s tones  
survive i n  varying s t a t e s  of preservation.)  

I n  1846 the  por t ion of the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia south and west of t he  Potomac, includ- 
ing Jones Point, was retroceded t o  Virginia. As a result, t he  Jones Point  s tone no 
longer marks a corner of t he  D i s s r i c t  but i s  a point  on t h e  Maryland-Virginia l i n e  
along the  Virginia bank of the  r i ve r .  - 
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNOARY DESCRIPTION 
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Beginning at  t h e  base of t h e  re ta in ing  w a l l  recess enclosing t h e  south  cornerstone,  
westerly d o n g  t he  base.of.  t he  re ta in ing  waLl l O O . : f e e t ;  thence no r the r l y  200. f e e t ;  
thence &a.tetly,* 200. f e e t ;  thence.-southerly .ZOO ..feet; thence wes te r ly  100 f e e t  t o  
the po in t  of beginning. 
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