THE RECOVIERY OF TITE SOUTHERN CORNER
STONE OF THIS DISTRICT.
i Fren 15, \\'r)'om\'.v\m).'
{(Hrad before the Saciety, .\I:u'('h-]S. 1813)

CThe sonthern corner stone of the Distriet of Colum-
I has :{t']:lst. heen brought to licht and i(s exael loea-
tion 1s no longer amystery,

The sea-wall surronnding the quaint hiftle Jones’s
IPoint lighthouse helow Moxandria, Va., has given up
its long-kept seeret and has been hroken into by the
Untled States Fngineers, who have been al work i s
immediate vieinity for some time past, and the long.
“huried stone has heen uncovered to inspection, for the
first time sinee 18G1L

Beeause of itz importance as the initint honndary
and one of the standstone pillars or mile stones placed
“al intervals approximately one nile apart, Lo define
and mark the Federal Territory, it possesses no hitfle
Listoric inferest, ‘ ‘

Shortlv after Congress in 1790, anthorized the eree-
tion of a territory ten miles square’” on fhe Potomie
river, its actual position was permanently, marked by
the ereetion of suitably inseribed brown sandstone
monuments, about one foot square, beveled at {our
inelies from the top and extending two feet ahmc, the
surface of the ground.
~ These were procured from the gquarries leased by the

- United States Government at Acquia Cre(l\ V., und
were forty in-number.

‘President 'Washmgton directed that a prdlmlnary :
survey should begin at a point on Huntmg Creek, by
running a line from Alexandria Court House south- .
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westward half a mile and thence southeastward to the
northern shore of Hunting Creck. )

After the establishment of the initial -point, his in-
structions regarding the lines of the Diseriet were as
follows: ‘““Beginning at Jones’s Point, being the upper

ape of Iunting . Creek in Virginia, and al an angle
in the outset of forty-five degrees west of the north,
and running in a direct line ten II]III(_'.S for the first line:

"Then beginning again at a right angle with the first,

across thc Potomac ten miles; for a second line; thence.

from the terminalion of said first and second line,
running {wo other lines of ten miles eacl, the one
crossing the eastern braneh aforesaid and ihe other
the Potomac and meeting each other in a point.”’

*This being the initial or corner stone of the Dis-

trict, its erection was deemed worthy of a celebration,

and this took place in the presence of a large concourse

“of people, on April 15th, 1791, the ceremonics being

under the immediate direction of TTon. Daniel Carroll
and Dr. David Stuart, both Commissioners.

The latter was a practicing physician, residing in

" Alexandria, Va., and was the leading practitioner in

that part of the state. e was at this time somewhat
elderlv, benevolent-looking and a great admirer of the
classic poets, whom he often quoted in conversation;

while Mr, Carroll, though still a young man, was:

already one of the prominent citizens of W’ashmgton,
and a large land holder.
A correspondent of .the Massachusetts Sp y, writ-

ing from Alexandria, a few days after the ooccurrence,
"thus deséribes the affair: - : '

- “Qn Friday the 15th. inst. 1791, The Hon Damel Calro]l

and Dr. David Stewart arrived in this ‘town to quperlntend
the ﬁxmg of the corner stone 6f the federa] ‘dlstmct o '
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The mayor and the commonality, together with the
members of the different lodges of the town, at three
o’clock waited on the Commissioners at Mr. Wise’s,
where they bhad arrived, and after drinking a glass of.
wine to the following sentiment,

“May the stone we are abour to place in the grouml
Cremain an immovahle m(:mnntnt of the \\1\(10111 and unanl
- mity of North America, - . oty

=ty

o “the company procecded to Jones’s I’omt in the follow-
ol ,mg order : :
L . The town sergeant.
. The Hon. Daniel Carrofl and the Mmm
B 3. Mr Ellieott-and the recorder.
A 4. Such of the aldermen and common (mmf 1l as w ere ‘
: o not Free Masons.

e Tl 9. The 5tr¢mgr_=1n.
Lo .. o G. The Master of Lodge Noo 22 with Dr. David ™

et

Stuart at his right and the Rev. James Muinr at his-
g left, followed by the rest of the fraternity in their
7 N usual form of procession, and lastly

k , g 7. The citizens, two by two.

% - When Mr. Ellicott had ascertained the precise point
;;,} _from which the first line of the District was to-pro-
ki ceed, the Master of the Lodge and Dr. Stuart, assisted -

. by others of the brethren, placed the stone: after which
"“a deposit of corn, wine and oil was made upon it.
In the course of his remarks Rev. James Muir said:

‘“May this stone long commemorate the Goodness of God,
in those uncommon events which have given America a
_'place among nations. Under this stone may Je'llouwr and
selfishness be buried forever. :

- “From this stone may a superstructure arise whose glorv _
whose magnificence, whose stability,,unequalled hitherto, . -
- shdll ‘astonish the world and invite even thé: savage of the”
B w1lderness to a she]ter under its roof »




' Woodward: The Southern Corner Stone. 19

O I LA L

The company partook of some 11qu1d refreshment
and retired to the place from ‘which they came, wheu,
a number of toasts were drank.

In 1885, the United States overnment estubhshed_

S

and built a lighthouse upon Jones’s. Pomt about 715- " ;\# _,
" feet north of the boundary stone and six vears later, V7 . "Y_‘:r_.‘_"-“'l‘

1861, under the direction of the Umted States Dngmcm Y
Corps, a retaining. sea’ wall was constructed upon the R
top of and over the stone, completely hiding it from”
view ' : ' S e L

I* 6r more than half a century, no hiuman eye has = ¥ o
looked upon this earliest monument the subject of Dr.
Muir’s prophecy. ,

About eight vears ago the s1mak(.-1' visited the site - ‘
of cach of these ancient landmarks and was able to . 7 o
seeure ];hotogmp]ls of nearly all of them. The result ' ‘
of these ¢xcursions was presented to this Socicty on
“ May 14th, 1906, and January 14th, 1907, respeetively.
At thig time and, in fact, ever since the eivil war, the
_exact location of this stone his been'a bafﬂmg H)\'%LLI“\
There has been no uncertainty as to tlyemain fact, viz:
that the stone was somewlhere under the sea wall of the
“Jones’s Point lighthouse, below "Alexandria, Va.

Marcus Baker says in his ““Surveys and Maps of tlw
District of Columbia,’”’ a paper read before the Geo- —
craphical Society, March 23, 1894, .

“On the 15th of April, 1791, there was 1a1d mth
solemn and elaborate Masonic ceremonies, the corner
stoné of the District of Columbxa This stone, still
standing, though hidden from view, forms a part of the
foundation wall of the lighthouse at Jones’ Point, near
Alexandrla, Va. It is under the gateway in front of
the south door of the lighthouse.”” . =
. “An inqmiry addressed to the’ nghthouse Board

' . asking for its exact location” was amswered in these: ‘

-






















