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B Protected by Fence;
Placed in 1792.

“Just off BSouthern avenue In
Randle Highlands stands a small gray
stone pillar, weather-beaten and
worn, with old-fashioned lettering oh
‘t four.sides. It 18 one 6f the.origi-
nal boundary stones-of the District of
Columbia, ‘and was put there in 1792 !
by George Washington.
¥On-the. side-of the pillar toward the
District this inscription is carved ‘on
the stone:.-

R

"Furisdiction
~  of the
United States
Miles 2,

JOpposite this, on the Maryland
side, appears the name of that State,
while the date “1792" appears on the
south side. The Ilettering on the
North side has been nearly obliter
ated, only the figure ¢ and a capl-
tol E rematining.

In eaeddition to being a boundary
stone, it also served as a mile post
n Southern avenue. The stone is
jist two miles. from the eastern
corner of the ten mile square which
originally comprised the District.
¥ A high iron fence which surrounds
the stone was erected in 1913 by the
Marcia Burns Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. The

‘authenticity of the stone Is vouched
for by this organization, whose
plaque on the fence proclaims it an
“original Federal boundary stone.”
The chapter still looks after the
marker, keeping it from being thoked
‘by \yeedq and keeping the ience
Jpainted. | * P

. The District of Columbia was lald
'out in 1792 as a result of a com-
;promise between Thomas Jefferson
Jand, Alexander. Hamilton. Jefferson, a
Boutherner, favored placing the Na-
jtional Capital in a Southern State,
while Hamilton, who had adopted
{New York State as a home, favored
jefther New York City or Philadelphia.
H Jefferson also opposed the payment
ipy the new national Government of
“debts contracted by the colonles dur-
:ing the Revolution. Virginia had few
"uuch debts, while other States, par-
fticularly some of the smaller ones
in the North, had borrowed a great
deal of momney for purposes of the
war. Jefferson naturally opposed hav-
ing his native State pay equally with
others whose debts were larger.

Hamilton, however, held that to
Jepudiate the debts of the colonles
would ruin the credit of the young
republic. He proposed to Jefferson
that if Jefferson would cease his ob-
Jection to having the Federal Govern-
ment take over the debts of the col-
onies, Hamilton would agree to locate
the capital in a Southern State. -Jef-
ferson agreed to the compromise.

In order tos prevent a dispute be-
tween Maryland and Virginia, the
two most important Southern States,
it was declded to. locate the Capital
City in both of themw. The site
chosen had the advantage of being
close to Mount Vernon, home of the
President. :

The area originally laid out in.
clided both the present city of Wash-

ington and what i5- now Arlington
County. This was given back to
Virginia in 1828, when it appeared

fVedthei:Beaten Stome Is¢.

- '

that the part of the city on the
Maryland side of the Potomac would
never fill its boundaries. Arlington
County originally belonged to the
city of Alexandria after the cession.

The. stone is at the corner of
Southern avenue and Mitchell ave-
nue in Bradbury .Heights, Md. Grad-
ing of Southern avenue has lgwered

the street somewhat, so that it is
now on a bank about six feet above'

the level of the roadway. N
Only on the north side aof the pil-

lar has the"lettering disappeared, ap-
parently through the effects of “weath~ '

er. On the other sides it is still
clear and deep « The stone is ap-
parently some sort of granite, weath-
ered to an extremely dark color,
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