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You can niake a game of searching along Washington’s
[rontier for 40 markers 172 years old

The historic markers of the originad boundaries of the Narion's Capital are almost sl proteeted
by iton grilles. Earlier. many srones were dantaged and o fewr were even taken oaroy.
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NYONE with the slighlesl respect for his.
tory can have an exciling tressure hum
on & spare alternoon wilh & good map and a
car. A camera s a must too, for your friends
probably won't belleve your tale. The (reas-
urea are lhe original boundary stones af the
District of Columbia. )
The Mrat official Federal actlvity in Wash. -
Ington, D. ¢, was the plrcing of 40 boundary
stones, one mile apart, marking off the perim.
etor of the “10 mile square” which Was Lo be-
come ihe. Capital of the 'Uniled States, These
stones ware act In place in 1701-92, and of the
original 40, 38 are still-to be found, most of
them oearly intact. ,
In a sprawling, bustling cupital ke Wash.
inglon, it is strange to find these stones lo-

. ented in dense woods, backyards and on main

thoroughlfares. Washingtonians are proud of
their city, but forthe most parl ere unaware of
the locallon of these markers.

The fascination of these venerable old
stonea led the aulhor down an extremely
absorbing trall. )

Most schoolboys know that George Waosh-
inglon was accorded the hopor of selecling
the site for the Capital City and thal he chose
the banks of the Polomac because il was the
midpoint of Lhe Uniled Stotes as it then existed
and because he liked the area. The first thing
Washington dld, having been a surveyor in
his youth, was hire two surveyors to set olf the
I0-mile square and place stones around ils
houndaries.

The surveyors selected for the job were
Andrew EllieolL, son of the founder of Ellicoll
City near Baltimore, aod Benjamin Banneker,
Lhe son of a slave,

Andrew Ellicott was not as enchanted with
thls lgcation as sident Washington, In a
letter to his wife, ddted June 28, 1701, he wrole:

"The couniry Ihﬁmgh which we are now
ctitling one of the (en-mile lines s very poor; |

think for near sepen miles on it there iy not one-

house that has any floor except the earth; tnd
what iy more strange, il is in the neighborhood of

Alezandria and George-Toton, —we find but liltle
Jruit, except Huckel Bevries, live in our camp,

as retired as we used to do on-Lake Erie. Labour-
ing Hands in this conintry can scorvely be had at
any rule; my esffimale was Lwenly; but I haee to
wade slowly through with sizr—this scardity of
hands will levigthen ow! (he time much beyond
what | had intended. .

“As the President is so much attached to this
country, [ would not be willing that he should
know my real sentiments about i, i

“This country, intended for the Permanent
Residence of Congress, bean no more proportion
to the country about Philadsiphia and German-
Town, for either wealth or fertility, than a crane
does to astall-fed ax,”

Ellicott and Banneker worked closely with
Major Pierre I'Enfani, the volatile French
architect who was given the job of mapping
oul {he plan of the “Federal City.”

As the Tamous I'Enfant Plan was nearng
completion, land speculators and olher in-
Nuential people began ask Just where cor
{ain of the more impor{ant buildings werc 1o
be localed. L'Enfant fefused o reveal this
infermalion, not wanting his werk 1o bring
anyone a (ast prafil. When he was ordered by
the apecial Commissioners of the city to make
his plon known to certein people, U'Enfant
rolled up sll his werk shecis and {ook them
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* ‘The layout of the city procssded; bowewar, DAR, an -organlzation that has dene grest - -~ - = .
thanks o' Beajamin Binmaker.. Ampdlhc_ work to protect the stones; for withoul these - e T 1
ity toduy (that part south of Florida Avenne) . itun grilles, soovenir hunters would bave = - - - i

lstonulmmnadpnrpn-uom.lcdhlhe " made off with the stones Joug age. : . _
I"Enfant ph.n..:dhlg: was nhuqﬂumb ™™ —The-Nerih Sione Ly a:few feot from l.ha .
A turned 10" us ‘Sow:1a the . I:nr:el' mudedmwuhu-qnm-umh._ . -
& Caunu. ¢+ ‘o amille west of Sixteenth sireet You can aik - “ERE m Hm “'Im -
I ‘Bioee mrplv-d-mmumm . 55’ Washingtonlans where the-north corner.gf,.« .
nﬂhﬁbtﬂdﬁﬂd&odﬁdwm - "thie city lswnd It is lkely thal nons of themcan . . séli‘m.s]ous ﬁwdw alJonu pam uam -
1 -1ét's have. a loék ut hin backgroond. He-was. humﬂwmmu-huemﬂn‘ e *, hove ° :
- born ' 'fres Nagrg on- & tobatco-farm mear, ' over 10100 people drive within a few feet of - 5"” ““'-‘"-‘“"""Y'"'“"'tm"—,‘
.Eliridge; M- Ris maternal graodmolber-sxine - this-histonle- spo,-few-rpalise what ft-refre - |00 - onddo -
””‘%‘."&""—1 : ""W . soints, The North Stone 1s the only one with & ‘swz .7 Rowel rood “GRd " Kisg whew, |
servant. * - varHes .- - . Mlexandda ”
with ber and &'{“ﬁm mm“’" & Al"inaciptiod "Carved on thd Distriel (W3, . Chuidh porunn lol, 2932- Kmg |
After serving ber. Indentore she-begame & nl'thal.ln.ludsutu“(rormn;yunthe:nm W e o Wakiflad———
" tobacco farmerat ElFidgs. - known &8 “jurlsdictien stonea”) On the other. - . .- ﬁ'ﬂm e T S+
%" Banneker svantually became s nul. stu-  gide is "“Maryland” or"'\'irl;lnh"-il the case - SW35 Wobler Resd drive,” neor King
dent of muilbematies, asironomy and tha mnbo. ¢ strew), Alexandria ¢
natural sriences L . - -The, Easi Stone Ly in Seat Pleasait abonL SWe6 . Fifth street wesl of Corbm Spriog
— —  When the mily ‘moved into ibe fe B mod, Alexandtia -
area from-Fen b, bullt their mlll and , trans, |, | SW7. On_hill south of Arfington bouls-
establlshed Ellicott 'y, the world opened up  ferred fro ns for a swe  od eoui of Seven Comen
for Banneker. The Elllcoits appreciated his ] " h. East Capitol Il:l::i:::: u::n’rkt:rr on Wikon
capabilities and lent Mm many, books on y : ¥ severs]l huodred - wWe Horth Br h‘lunﬁnd-hﬂomm
varisd subjecia - - ; whether East Capliol - " Baprmn '"P"h Fals Church I
Whan Ellicott secured the job of Surveyor Dded to run direetly to this WEST STONE  Near Twenty-ninth and  Narh
of tha-Distriet of Columbla, he was quick to whether Sixteenth street, leading . Arzono atresh, Folls Church
take Banmeker wih him. He was 30 and Ban- no m {he White Bom‘ should have NW 1 Behind 3307 Monh FPowhaton
‘neker @0 at the time. - . |}, -pissed through the North cormer. If o, the shrea, Ariington
Farlly because of hls modesty, and 1191 suivey was inwecurate compared to pres- NW 2 Bahind 5298 Oid Dominion_drive,
becauss he was & Negro, Banneker's Ln ent-day standards, | - Aslington
history does nol loom -as large t might. Betwesn the fou.r corner m“' a8 Idd.l- MW ) ) ::;NM 4013 North TozensT 1lpest,
His contribution to the lishment of tlonal stones were placed approximately one NWA . Eent e of Geor o
Washingion, D. C., Ls lest monument,  mile apart. All but four of these may be found B & O. Rotleond, Cabind Orlocar
for when I'Enfant ) ca lnaBuff, takdng  atandingioday. - tia Firation Plomt
his precious with him, Banoeker repro- Arlingion County was originally a pari of NW 5 Dalecorbo Resarvolr ’
of h.ll bhead In minots detall  the 10-mile square that comprized the District W Waeatern ond F a
o{Colnmbh. but'the tand south of the Polomace srewt .
g © luter:was ceded back lo Virglnia. At the tlme, .. | NW7 Miniing. Originolly of Waatern
o resulty of the painstaking work of it wik'déemed 0o far away from the city and . frotoue ond Cador porkway
— these two men can be observed today by™a _too difficult to police. As & result, the original m:?:rd?faufw“"mmnw
process of exploration naarly as palnstakingss  ~boun :stopes now deoote the boundary NWo m-:,f,J,“Tm;‘,“k Crwek Pork | -
thelr own_ Ellicott and Banneker had a wilder- . betwsen Arlinglon and Falrfax Counties, and from end of Westar ovenve
_ness of trees'and brosh to fight throagh; hatter- . a-Dumber remaln ld Alexandria. NORTH SIONE South side of East-West highwoy,
" day iovestigaters ‘must ‘scramble- through a Moving clockwise n'om ihe Soith cormer 1/10th mile west of Sixtesnth
wildarness of traffle and houaing subdividions:  mArker . . sireal
For ‘those willing to accept the: modest ‘Al'tEe corner of Wilkes and Payne streets ~ ~ | WE! Misaing. Originolly &1 Georglo ond
challenge of locatlbg” the boundary stines Jn_A.Ieu.nd.ﬂ.l you can have a glimpes of Aloska avenves
whern ind how they now édst,” I.h"e’authnr of:' " 'SoutEwest stona No. 1 SW., which stands proud . NE2 gﬂ“'.lrd' of M.I'.“';: “""r‘tm'
fors a milde based:on-his own’ eiparience. . &nd erect al lhat intenecﬂon with an iron NES Emfmm::'m"m:“;‘:;- hire
Thé first marker, the’ Boqﬂrsﬁi? hay'had ©  grille around i, ..o—==_~ - NE4 Ecararn cvenve of 5nrg.mp:oad
8 long and arducos Afe. It is locatsd in frémt” = Tn deep shade on leell road stands SW2, NES 4809 Emtern avenwa
of the -Jonas' Po[n{vmw dae soutli of & foot taller-than all the other intermediate MNE& 3501 Ecatern cvanua ’
Alexandria, ai - Gooige Wuhh:nnn wanted nunuﬂacomrmmsmlzinchuhlaher NE7 . By fence between Fort Lncoln
- Alevpndria abd. Goorlehin Lncluded in-the - lban uu olhers with the exception of the West . . Cemettry and Notional Tralning
ten mile square: This stone his: ssuiferet froin .~ stones”Itappenrs-that in some way SW 2 was " Sehool for Boys -
“baving had a lighthiouse Bullf ovér it It Sishad ~  Inteichanged with the Wext Stone. It is- pos- NEB Nortty of Guories sireer, 200 yords -
"to witkistand wear from . the 6 and tides-of . sible {hat the stobe cutfar medd ‘the mistake o weat of Kenitbworth avenue
the” Potémic-becating-1G-baso-ls ‘now below - - by selecting the wrong stone on a misty morn- :g:- STONE gm:'m'n::iu;m:
high water. At one time }1 wes completely  IDZ after a gay tifie the night before.. B Eovtend of Caneat " o
coyered bcr a small porch lud.l.ng from- the “In additien 1o iis dutles as a boupdary SE2 4345 Sovthem avenue
door of the:ligithouss. - marher. SW 3 also bheips delineate parking SE3 3908 Southarn ovenue
: A visit to thlg storfe, wh.lch un be accom™ | ‘ spaces on a church pariing lot SE4 Nayler rood ond Souttwrn avenve | . -,
I plished only-at low tide; stirs in one a seose SW 4 and 5W 3 have had to be relocated SES 8ehind Camp Simms -
of gquilt becauss of the neglect of this-histor-  f¥om thelroriginal poalipny due to the widen- SES P01 Southern ovenus, Oxon Hill
cally lmportant landmayk Ing of highways. Unforfunatzly in the final SE? Indion -Hood mod o1 Southem
The West Stone can be found.In Falls -grading these two stones were nearly coverad. sed :"'""“I; b of
4 .Church, 10 miles northwast of Jones PoinL  Theyshould baraised. SE9 Misting. Origi F' CF?:“;
During the Last 171 yeirs a giant cak tree has Badly mutilated SW 6 sneers at Its replace- Msing. Originally ot Fox Fery
taken over the sell-appolnted task of protect- . ment standing close by. A basebali diamond
ing-it—u very' Impressive alght as the folds of way recently laid-ont in front-of SW & 1l can
the trunk nearly enclrele this patient scoldier. now view the games from m vanisnge point di-

To halp'the tree protect the stone the Diugh-  rectly behind Lhe fance st centarfleld.
ters of the American Revolullon have had . - ' . Conttwusd
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